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ibert  C.  Gafford,  president  of 
id  Americans  for  Cunserva- 
te  -Government  here  and  a 
ir  in  a radiator  and  elec- 
ncal  repair  firm,  defeated 
.Hep.  Don  Collins  yester* 
lay  in  a runoff  for  delegate  to 
^Democratic  Natiotnal  Con- 
tjnfion. 

3W  boxes  of  367  ac- 
crued for.  Gaff  ora  had  35  324 
to  29,244  for  Collins. 
ffijp  alternate  delegate  spots 
lip  were  in  contest. 

Ity  Councilman  Don  Hawkins 
fated  . Hubert  Page  36,261  to 
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|H  tiie  race  fb * Utjjmate  v 

T"~~  t'sr 


f Zrtd  icaie  paqe.  naaie  ot 

a e w spo  r.  city  and  -Stale.) 


THE  BIRMINGHAM  NEW 


1HE  BIRMINGHAM 
POST- HERALD 


BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 

Date:  6-3-64 

Edition:  FINAL 


^ s t.  MILLS 

G AFFORD 


AGHAM 


/J)-  3£ 

SEARCHED INDEXED- 

SEW  AUIED_-^=ftLED  _Ss=T 

JUN  - 4 1964 

FBI  — BIRMINGHAM  /} 

- -f~zrM 


k 


FD-3S0  (Rev,  7-16-6  3) 


C 


fUgunf  CU  ooinn  in  Sd  ace  Below} 
» rr  ...  9 * 


UT  OFF 


rials  for  three  Birmingham 
area  .men,  charged  with  illegal 
possession  of  dynamite,  were 
postponed  two  weeks- Wednesday 
in  Circuit  Court  over  the  strenu- 
ous objections  of  defense.  Attor- 
ney Matt  H.  Murphy  Jr.  • ■ ; 
>The  defendants  are  Robert  E. 
Chambliss,  59,  of  2505  32nd  Ave. 
Nofth, . and  John  W.  Hall,- 35, 
^nd  Charles  Cagle,  22,  both  of 
Gardendale. 

l^tTlie  very  lives,  of  these  men 

In  4-iMrroi*  tic  Inner  ac  IVlPQfr  - 
«4,c  ill  uau^^i  u-3 

^fcases  are  hanging  fire,”  Mur- 
Shy  told  Judge  George  Lewis  j 
gfcul^s  in  arguing  against  the 
continuances  until  June  1G.  j 

jMuiphy  said  the  three  men 
Kaye  been  threatened  through 
telephone  calls. 

-Chambliss  told  Judge  Bailes 
that  an  obscene  card  and  a let- 
ter'addressed  to  him  from  New 
York  City  were  in  the  hands  of 
postal  authorities,  I 

- A long  distance  truck  driver, 
Chambliss  also  said  that  one  o£ 
the  rear  tires  on  his  car  had 
been  slashed.  , 

'-■MURPHY  SCORED  an  article 
Ur  the  current  issue  of  Saturday1 
Evening  Post  concerning  the 
Birmingham  bombings,  terming 
ft judgment  without  trial”  in. 
its  references  to  the  three  de-; 
fendants.  • 

Judge  Bailes  told  Murphy  he- 

L.  . J n««^lrT  ^ . ^ m T 4 

flttU  aLUUUJUbLV  ctYULUCTU  icau-- 

ing  the  article. 

....  The  three  case*.  came  be- 
-.fore  Judge  Bailes  on  appeal  ; 
L-from  . Birmingham  Recorders 
J^Court,  where  Recorder  Earl  | 
1 7 tangner  handed  each  defend- 

act  maximum  punishment  of 

a XI  nn_  iina.  and  rW  in 

iaiL 


[ In  asking  *'  the  vcfenfihuancds 
WeffieRfi^Asst  Wil- 

liam C JVfaUzer  tol<t  Judge  Bailed 
that  he  planned  to  place  Hall  on 
trial  first  followed  by  Cagfe 
and  then^Cfiambliss.  % 

Several  state  investigators, 1 
headed  by  Public  Safety  director, 

ai  7 um^hd : : m. 

Jones,  wafted  around  court  all. 
day  for  the  cases  to  be  called. 

!-»~T  , T—  T-%  T->>  ‘l  ^ ir  4 C*  ~ k",  J-l 

. irin,  JJtlrLiM  I V"V  rta  UL-Vdsnjtirru. 

when  a jury  required  an  unus- 
ually long  time  in  its  considera- 
tion of  a petit  larceny  appeal 
trial. 

The  city  court ' convictions 
were  returned  after  a trial  which 
linked  the  three  men  to  133 
sticks  of  dynamite  found  in  an 
open  case  near  Gardendale. 

Two  ahff  one -half' sticks  of  dy- 
namite were  found  in  a paper 
sacrneaHff. 
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.1  lurch  w'ehT'back  tolT*™ 

■church  home  yesterday,  M,  apmehme  ^ 

to  the  first  time  since  the '*«»»*,  .said  Joseph,  fi,;.par-. 
L 15  bomb  blast  that  shat-:  shchamnan  of  the  board  of . 
d pan  of  the'  'sahctviafy  ltn,s^es..  Enough  of  the  repair  , 
I Sunday'  School  rooms  and’™*  has  been  completed  .to, 
Led  four  little  girls,  the  con-  ^ services  in  the  church, 
ation  worshiped  in  their  from  now  on  he  said.;  , . ' 

fit  church  ' - 0n  Sept‘  la’  Parr,sh  ha(] 

ah'  Collins,  whose  sister, ’stood  at  the  hospital  emer- 
*Mae.  died  in  the  blast,  Senc;  ro°m  unmindful  of  h.s 
rarhong  the  several  hum  owt1  he,ad  woand'  to  help  still- 
who,  marched  into  the  slmn]a  members  of  the  con- 
lUrcIT  in  quiet  procession.  £re&&tl°n‘ 


\X 


ah» herself  spent  months  at  n.^.  Mis.  Clevon 

WWKospita]  Phillips  Sunday  school  teach- 

f.  - ■ — -ir  who  had  taught  a lesson  on 

b^£cusht  to  Jove  minutes  before  the  blast*  1 

fsight  from  the  effects  of  Deacon  B.  H.  Wilson  Sr.,  and  : 
[intered  glass.  Mrs.  Mamie  H.  Greer*  Sunday 

'Claude  Wesley  sang  too.  school  superintendent. 

,eside  him  was  Shirley,  who  “We  were  happy  to  be  go- 
sbeen  taken  into  the  home  ing  in/"  said  Parrish  yester- 
and  Mrs,  Wesley  to  fill  day,  “but  it  was  the  kind  of 
of  the  loneliness  that  happiness  that  was  dose  to  i 
fJeen  there  since  their  tears.  There  was  a sadness 
8|ughter,  Cynthia  Diane,  was  in  it  even  as  we  sang.” 

Med  in  the  blast.  Wilson  was  in  the  congrega* 

L “Her  mother  has  been  kind  turn  yesterday,  as  was  Mrs. 
Inbugh  to  let  her  live  with  us  Greer  and  Mrs.  Phillips, 
and  we’ll  see  about  adoption,”  Rev.  Cross  assembled  the 
teid  Wesley  congregation  yesterday  in  a 

■*‘A  deacon  in  the  church.  Wes-  hne>^J^.side%vaIk  outside, 
lev  is  principal  of  Lewis  Ele- Slowly  woishipers  filed  ub  die 
menlarv  School.  step.i_a;)d  into  the  church. 

Fourteen  persons-^tHte  wp- 


L “The  church  looks  very  dif- 
ferent. The  wood  paneling  is 


tised  earlier  in  the  day,  two 


inuch  lighter."  said  Wesley,  for  other  churches  and 1 12  as 

fit  looked  like  a different . JJfw  ™*mbe.is  of  S th 

fchurch  inside.  That  helped  me  Street  Chuich.  . 

^ 'go  back.”  ‘ i Sunday  school  sendees  for 

* Mrs.  Alvin  Robertson.  moth-!  children  were  held  in  the 
er  of  Carol,  who  lost.  Iter  life  basement  wheie  the  tiagecy 

at  Sunday  school  last  Septem-  occurred  Two  chinch  woi 

■ter,  was  in  (he  hospital  and  ers>  Miss  Mabel  Bibb  and  Mrs. 
’unable  to  attend,  Posetta  Y°ung  werc  m the 

*t-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chris  Mc.Vair  basement  when  the  bomb  ex- 

•Jiave  an  illness  in  their  fain-  Pl°ded,  ,™cy  were  back  at 
-Ji  ^ their  desks  yesterday. 

1.  Their  only  child.  Denise,  was  of " the 

..  killed  in  Uie  explosion  that  ' L of  Mi^nnV  Ala- 

Wk  the  lives  of  Addie'Mae,  State  Conven- 

, Caiol  and  Cynthia.  T iej  aie  ti  was  guest  speafcer  at  the 
; .expecting  another  child  later  seryfce  A Baptist  Mission 

This  jear.  Center,  now’  moved  to  larger 

toe  bomb  blast  mem- ^quarterS  ih  Ensley,  long  occu- 
tSers  of  Sixteenfb  ,S».reet  Bap-  p \ a rie rs  si  ’ 

tist  Church  have  held  Sunday  street  Church, 
services  in  L.  R.  HaJJ  Audi-  t 
torium  of  A G.  Gasto^nUtl-  ' 


- * .c niey  jl 

who  planed  the  church  reno-T 
i.;yatibn  after' the  blast^yaS In- . 
'+^^uced_to  ihe 

•r-it'v***1**  fhehe  wetc ? 

*odly  a .few ’ references  'fo^xhe * 
'bombing,  The  Rev,  Cross  said 
a new  Bible  had  been  donated 
to  the  church.  • : 

“This  Bible  ” he  said,  “was 
given , us  in  recognition,  of  the 
; tragedy  that  happened  here?'* 
At  aaotjier  poiitt.  he  acirnon- 
isned  the  congregation  “not  to 

look  back  i B revcngelid-JJ^^,;' 

but  with  love  in  bur  hearts.”  ; ^ 
More  than  $200,000  has  been"' 
sent  to  the  church  from  all 
parts  of  the  world.  Parrish- 
said  some  of  the  money  was; 
earmarked  for  survivors  of  the; 
children  killed.  Some  has* 
been  used  to  repair  and  re- 
model the  church.  . And  some , 
has  been  put  into  an  educa-- 
tional  scholarship  fund  to  be 
administered  by  a special 
church  committee.  *•* 

A blind  soloist.  Miss  Eleanor 
Smith  of  Atlanta,  sang  yester- 
day “His  Eye  Is  on  the  Spar- 
row. “ In  this  hymn*  there  \s 
the  line,  “I  sing  because  I am 
happv,  I sing  because  I’m 
free.”  T ..  •*. 

“Y snftly  -Jirnr-L 
mured  the  congregation.,*  i 


■; 
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,rDC  umt  (Viti  Bfc'vm  a TPn  RlVTf  V VTH  RTHl'.F.T  R U*TlSf  CH11UII 

^ I ift  w w w*  i Mirf.  ^ i i y . yjj  • - ^ -•  -■ ■-■  - - • — * n ~ ■ — ^ ^ _ 

First  »er  vicars  sino  SttiHf  *41  bombed  were  held  Sundr‘ 

Doors  of  church  open 
first  time  since  bomb 

Jtieenth  Street  Baptist  Tlie  Negro  church  in  the  down  ■ Dr.  II.  0 Hester,  secretary 
ift4i  reopened  Us  doors  in  town  area  held  regular  worj  of  missions  Ui  special  groups 
<tlft|{ham  Surd-v-  fur  *bt>  first  ship)  services  under  the  leader  of  the  Alabama  State  baptist 
since  M »Hji  tn^t  ship  of  the  Hev  John  H.  Cruss.i  Cod t ’>tv*ke  in>\u  Hei j 

II  l which  reads— 
•*  Vrt«1  ! n new  beaten  arid 
a new  earth  " 


| DR.  HESTER  said  that  out  of 
IthiS  text  come  the  ways  and 
means  of  developing  a blue- 
print of  the  new  earth. 


n^n*  rs  • i i*t  h 
i I It  1 I IT  VI  f Cl  I Ilf 


_i-’  i i i 

« ll» 


nrini 


r • 1 a l 
* s fi 


i n 


only  as  we  follow  the  strategy 
of  Christ,"  Dr  Hester  said. 

1 HESTF.R  TOLD  the  congre- 
gation that  on  the  day  of  the 
bombing  he  wrote  to  the  families 
of  four  girls  who  were  killed  m 
the  W,i<i  Victims  of  ‘he  mi- 
! solved  explosion  wpit  Carol 
Robertson.  14,  Denise  McNair. 

It.  Add ie  Mae  Collins  11.  and 
iftnlhi’.i  Wf»clf\y  1i 

; iiktiiio  n v.nv  t . * i. 

i The  congregation  gathered  out- 
side Hie  church  before  the  serv- 
ices, where  the  message  board 
! still  carries  the  date,  Sept.  15 
'Then  Cross  led  them  Into  the 
isantuary  for  the  first  time  >n 
nine  months.  Some  wept.  Sorfce 
i smiled.  Some  embraced 

Fourteen  persons  were  bap- 
tised. Sunday  School  was  held 
tn  the  basement  rooms  where 

f U » 4r  n k I t-4  r£  r ih  Mxl  m jrl  I rul 

Wir  TUTUilft  t HLIH1CU  UJni- 

CROSS  SAID  the  church  Was 
rebuilt  with  offerings  -i  n mi 
ground  the  world  totalling  more 
than  $200,000.  A memorial  win- 
dow depleting  "the  suffering 
Servant”  is  yet  to  arrive  from 
Wales,  he  said. 

Stanley  B.  Echols  of  bintilhg- 

hhm.  the  architect  who  rttim 
vgtBd  the  church  , was  intro- 

tn  t h p rniuf  inti  "TS*  PL 

mi  i«4v  yyi  i wpw  tim  i . § n\i 

white  newsmen  received  A w^rm^ 

welcome. 

. CJjbll  iftjd  dofttldbiltfeHtS.  came  {t 
Ml*  AifcthUttt  Eh^atC  Ni, 
West  Africa,  Canada  knd 
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fi*Fs  Bomb 
Suspect  An 
Atlantan? 

ATLANTA  !0  ? - \ 

uburban  Atlantan  with  a his 
jry  of  racism  is  t] it*  suNutH  l 
efened  !o  in  u n d>mi:d  n\; l l: .» 

'.ne  article  .dwi-.i!  P*r  IT-- 
linghan:  ch-n  n bmntvm 
^ tcc  1 1 v ► ■ , . [ ■ ■ si  j 

Capt.  R h Liirlf  .'lead  ■ f , 

>e(‘!.ll  SeCi.1  I : I ' SCjujd.  dill  ■ o( 
entify  rhe  i p hi : t . ,iA 
he  inrEivni:;.-'  ni  w • . 

)Sl  refers  Tvs  : •;  < ■ t. 

elropoliian  ao-a  t,r<|  , 

story  of  racism. 

The  FBI  decl.ned  uMinrum  ' 

The  Saturday  Lwnim^  p*"  ■ 

id  in  <{  ]'tsr i •''[  i ;t  i :<>  ■ ■ : ; 

L-h Li  i » l i j ' n j . ■ • ■ n it  ' . : i r \ f 

1 hi.'  . s . . 1 r j . . 

.1‘lcin  / '<i  Trw 
iui  nv  t,  t \ J h 1 

^Onr  ' ■ • i f .1-, . l , , * 
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Probation  Hearing 

fn  Rlarfr  Duf  fifl 
ui  lmu  rui  vii 

j. 

:A  probation  hearing  schedul- 
ed today  for  James  T.  Max-  • 

r 

well  of  Tuscaloosa,  under  sen- 


t 

i 

i 

i 

tence  in  connection  with  setting  ^ 
off  dynamite  near  the  Univer-  ^ 
?ity  of  Alabama  campus,  has  * 
J>een  continued  until  Sept,  24,  ; 
Circuit  Solicitor  Fred  Nicol  said, 

f ' < 

me  hearing  will  be  held  be- 


Judge  Reuben 


lore  Circuit 
JVright 

l Maxwell  entered  a plea  of  * 
guilty  to  charges  of  setting  off ; 
dynamite  and  was  sentenced  to ! 
fwo  years  in  prison  in  a settle- \ 
fnent  agreement  entered  on  the  ' 
£ourt  record  several  weeks 

fg0- 

J Two  oth^r  * defend ents  in  the 
ease,  James  Perkins  of  Tusca- 
loosa and  Charles  Holifield  of 
Marion,  are  scheduled  to  be 
fried  here  Monday.  * * ” 


y 
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BY  BILL  MOBLEY 


' *- complaint'.'  had  "cpSjed ; $ag)§j 
with  having  in  J hippos  session; 


to  introduce  Evidence.'  ,loj.*ub: 
. _ ■stantiate  the  charges;  -he  ..was 

r ; ^ to  his  .duty,  as  » :}uto  40 
‘ ipran^  foe  rmqtion-  > •:. 


he  case  of  a 23-year-old  klansrhan  ^charged  with  the  -.potf-  Judge  Watson  s<ffi  tho  cage  Of- 


jes&ion  of  dynamite  was  dismissed  yesterday  by  Judge  Elias  ) Chambliss  for  9 a m.  today  but 
flatson  before  it  got, to  a jury  in  Circuit  Courts  . ; ^ jy  they  cattM:fi<>t-»go 

^Cliarles,  A,  Cagle,  1305  Vanderbilt-rdT  was  released^'  his  and ^ - 

attroni  ffie  Birmingham  Recorder’s  Court,  where  he  was  finedj into  the 


Had  Words  Later 


and  costs  and  sentenced  to 

180  days  in  jail.  The  trial  was  Later  , he  said  he  aad  H-aL 
figld  before  Judge  Lari  Langner  wordsaSiut  it  being  moved,' 
<ra  Oct,  9. 

ftagle,  John  Wesley  Hall,  Gar- 
aendale;  and  Robert  E.  Cham- 


Hall  case  because 
Capt,  Willie'  B,  Painter  is  a 
key  witness  m the  case.  He  is 
with  the  security  force  ac- 
when  HalJ  went  to  the  scene!  Qompanying  Gov.  George  Wal- 
and  found  it  missing.  Afteii^^i^fyallas  and  .will  hot  be 
Half  got  peeved  about  it  being!  available i until  Monday.  1 

bliss,  2505  32nd-av,  n,  were  ar-j^oved,  he  said  he  called  the 
tested  on  Sept.  20  by  State  friend  and  told  him  to  put  it 
Ttoopers.  The  arrests  climaxed  back. 

extensive  investigation  by  Bir-j  Lift^TT^estffiecl  that*-w4w&~fcic 
mingham,  FBI  and  the  state, saw  Cagle  at  City  Jail,  Cagle 
officers  into  the  series  of  bomb-  tnl^  him  he  had  beerTwanlirtg 
mgs  in  Birmingham  inchHbng!t,^-g),hjm  ^1]  Le  kney  about 
the  one  of  the  Sixteenth  Street  the  circumstances.  Hef  £5id 
Baptist  Church  in  which  four  Cag)e  told  him  he  had  been 
Negro  girls  were  killed.  | harassed  by  the  FBI  agents 

'While  in  City  Jail,  Cagle  made  who  had  interrogated  him  sew 
certain  statements  which  were  eral  times  and  had  fai/eci  to 
related  yesterday  by  Capt.  Rob-  find  the  dynamite  after  he  told 
ert  Godwin  and  State  Public  them  where  it  was. 

Safety  Director  Al  Lingo.  ■ N0  testimony  was  presented 
Statement  Read  by  the  state  to  show"" where 

Godwin  read  the  statement  In  Cagle  ever  touched  the  dynm 
the  jury'  purportedly  signed  by  mite,  or  had  it  in  his  posses* 

Cagle,  in  which  he  told  of  a sion  in  any  way.  1 

case  of  dynamite  which  was  Testimony  of  Godwin  and 
taken  from  the  trunk  of  Cham-  Lingo  revealed  how  Cagle  guid- 
bliss’  car  and  put  into  a car  od  them  to  the  place  where  the 
driven  by  Hall.  j dynamite  wFas  hidden,  about 

■*  Jn  the  statement,  Cagle  said1  eight  *or  10  miles  out  of  Bn’* 

Hall  requested  him  to  follow  mingham. 

his  car  from  a Ku  Klux  Klan  No  Permit  Issued  ■ 

meeting  to  pick  up  “something  Fire  "“Marshal  A.  RQgenfeld,j 
Chambliss  wanted  to  get  rid  chief  of  fire  prevention  in  Bir-, 
of.”  He  said  he  stopped  at  the1  mingham,  said  no  permit  forj 
Chambliss  home  in  North  Bir-  the  possession  of  dynamite  haa^ 
mingham  and  watched  Flail  get  been  issued  to  either  Chambliss, 
something  from  the  trunk  of'Cngle  or  Hall  duung  the  past 
Chambliss*  car  and  put  into  four  years. 

Hall’s  car.  However,  after  the  state 

He  said  he  later  learned  It* closed  their  case  without  intro- 
was  dynamite.  He  said  he  car-  ducing  evidence  to  show  that 
ried  Hall  to  a spot  beyond  Gar-|Cagte  ever  possessed  the  ex- 
idendale,  on  Mockingbird-In,  plosive  in  the  City  of  Birmmg- 
where  the  case  of  dynamite  was  ham,  Defense  A tty.  Matt  Mur- 
hidden  in  the  kudfcu  vines.  phy  asked  for  a dismissal. 

According  to  Cagle’s  state-  Judge  Watson  granted  the. 
ment.  Hall  got  worried  and  motion  in  the  absence  of  ihO| 

asked  Cagle  to  get  someone  to  jury  but  explained  to  the  mem-j  i ; 

move  the  explosive.  He  said  he  bers  why  he  had  done  so,  whem 
tbJd-^-^r's^d  where  it  was  and  they<tffthi&£ifiXi>  1°  tba,  C^U,Vt CpQP^ * 
asked  him  to  move  ir™-^  He  said  that  since  the  City  of 
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RELEASED  — Charles  Cagle,  22,  (at  left),  was 
released  yesterday  after  charges  of  i (legal  possession 
of  dynamite  were  dismissed  against  him.  Two  other 
men  face  the  same  charge.  Seated  from  left  are 
Robert  E.  Chambliss,  .59,  of  Birmingham  and  John 
Hall  of  Gardendole,  who  are  charged  with  posses- 
sion of  the  dynamite.  Standing  is  Matt  Murphy  Jr., 
their  lawyer.  AM  three  men  were  convicted  of  the 
dynamite  charge  in  Birmingham  Recorder's  Court, 
Judae  beorqeiSewis  Bailes  threw  out  the  case  against 

. .1  rt-  wag  . 
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BY  JOE  CAMPBELL 
6'  ;' News  staff  writer 

- J-l  

Lrov.  George  m 
a,  crowd  estimated  at 
Center  Point  Saturday  rtighi 
that  ‘there’s  no  telling  how 
$£any  telephones  have  been 
rapped  in  Jefferson  County  and 
elsewhere  in  Alabama.” 

He  said  State  Public  Safety  Di- 
ictor  AI  Lingo  informed  him 


Iment.  is  anticipated. 

Touching  on  his  presidential 


wouldbenee£cd  becau^  a l&lSfi 
Lu  en rdfimerit 

I.U1U  | 

,000  im 

primary  campaigns  in  Wiscon- 
sin, Indiana  and  Maryland, 
Wallace  said  people  through- 
out the  nation  are  beginning  to 


to 
taking 


t&C—-  — — , ..  ...  _ , 

just  before  his  speech  that  four  “In  your  lifetime,’'*" he  Sidff, 

telephones  had  been  found  jl-+u  ...  u ^ ^ , 

. , r , the?o  who  mover  been  anratiy»Bl 

tapped  thus  far  m Jefferson! 

County. 

> Without 


awaken 
are 

rights, 

“In  your  lifetime,’' 


the  trends  which 
away  individual 


indicating  who 

wiretappers  might  be.  Wallace'] the  South 
said  “We  know  the  Justice  De- 
partment spends  $3(1  million  a 


! convention,  by  either  party, 
the  "which  has  oeeu  concerned  about 


,i  BUT,  HE  SAID,  “they  know 
inow  that  the  way  the  people  of 
year  on  wue-tappmg  equip- ;^e  South  vote  in  this  election] 

- , iL  (will  determine  who  the  President' 
said  the  J.  . ..  l . - 


ment.” 

WALLACE 


WHO 


state  is  not  tapping  telephones. ( 
declared.  “We  believe  people 
ought  to  have  the  right  of  pri- 
vacy protected.” 

Wallace’s  speech  climaxed 
the  three -day  ' Center  Point 
Days”  trade  promotion  spon- 
sored by  Center  Point  Pham 
bet  or  Commerce, 
lie  crowned  die  winner  of  Ibe 
4Miss  Center  Point  * iitle,  Pam 
Torek,  14,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs  II  T.  Torek  Winner  of 
second  place  m the  contest  was 
Pat  Hubbard.  Geneva  Liner; 
alaceri  third.  j 

Wallace  told  th+>  cnthusiuslic . 
gathering,  “There  will  be  a jam] 
ior  college  in  your  area  by  SepT 
lember  of  nevt  year  ” | 

He  said  he  will  attempt  to ! 
get  the  special  session  of  the] 
Legislature  to  appropriate  more  j 
funds  for  the  junior  college  so  j 
as  to  build  a school  twice  the 
size, as  prigiiially  ; 


| will  be. 

A Packing 


I he  riuil  Righjs 
Act,  'W3 IKiTiTsaid  the  measure 
has  taken  ever  every  city, 
state  and  county  government 
in  the  nate>n.Jahor  tijUana  apd 


Wallace  said  his  reply  to 
liberals  who  say  “If  you  am 

not  going  to  conform  you  will 
not  get  industry”  is  that  last 
year  .Alabama  gained  &3j4  mil 
lion  in  new  and  expanaecr’in- 
dast^  and  is  still  gaining  it 
this  year. 

: The  governor  said  he  ,had 
talked  imdh  , 100  top  industrial 
leaders  throughout  . 

“Not  one  of  them  said  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  civil  rights  bill," 
he  declared. 


Wa 


,as  y/igi 
a) face  si' 


affl  the  larger  school 
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GOR&W*-'-^ 

_ News  staff  writer  __ . 
Ivac/'—  like  the  /.whooping. 

— is  fast  becoming  ex- 
in.theu.S. 

ren  in  Alabama,  the  long 
[lured  ' freedom  of  secret 
ieech  and  action  is  vanishing, 
jsed  by  electronic  4 fea  ves- 
topping” devices  , and  , super 
ijgjras  which  can.  take  pictures 
[?the  'dark.  : 4 ' ^ 

^Three  miniature  electronic  de- 
ices  for  monitoring  telephone 
Spnversations  have  been  found 
jEjXlabama  during  the  past 

ar^nnwli  In  "PliMiC 



Safety  Director  Ai  Lingo. 

V One  such  device  was  found 
last  Thursday,  attached  to  the 
telephone  wire  in  a Birmingham 
tome.  Another  was  located  in  a 
^Birmingham  home  about  three 
fweeks  ago.  Still  another  was  lo- 
cated on  the  telephone  of  Miss 


s art 

within,  the  reach  of  the  ordinary 
investigator  or  espionage  agerit. 
' Time  “Magazine  recently  re- 

vt*n!*vl  the*  fa/ at  tv vp.rti  m p n t 

* VM  I VIA  ■«  v g v f Vi<* 

buys  some  $20  million  of  tele- 
phone bugging  devices  a year. 
Many  of  these  bugs"  are  used 
by  federal  officials  on  their 
own  phones  to  record  conver- 
sations in  secrecy,  ;V  *7 

-Most 1 expensive  among'  the 
bugs  is  the  tiny  transmitter. 
Some  of  these  are  rib  larger 
than  a lump  of  sugar  and  many 
are  smaller  than  a pack  of  cl- 
arets, ■ v v V;  y • 

Most  popular  is  the  simple  in- 
duction coii,  which  picks  up  both 
ends  of  a phone  conversation. 
v\  7w 

A FEW  ULTR A-sophis ticated 
bugs  can  perform  their  spy- 
chores  without  being  connected 
, to  a phone.  The  only  limit  to  the 
•Sybil  Poole,  member  of  the  $]Ze  0f  the  instrument  is  battery 
^Alabama  Public  Service  Com-  Jpovver.  Experts  predict  nuclear 


^njssion 

fe*In  all  three  cases,  the  de- 
faces were  tiny,  self  powered 
,tShort  wave  radios,  capable  of 
©roadcasting  phone  conversa- 
^ytions  several  blocks  away  to  a 
* Receiver. 

three  devices  were  ingen- 
iously constructed  at  a cost  from 
,.$150  to  $250.  They  were  cleverly 
concealed. 

^ALTHOUGH  THE  state  has 
"a  good  suspect,”  persons  who 
...installed  these  electronic  bugs 
^are  not  known.  Tracing  the  in- 
struments, according  to  Lingo, 
vis  almost  impossible. 

Manufactured  in  Miami  and 
an  Francisco,  the  bugs  bear  no 
tahufacturer’s  'label.  'A-  few, 

,go  said,  are  being  made 
ght  hero  in  Alabama  by  skilled 

^electronic  technicians.  5iO,O0»tmeor  two  years  in  ; 

bu,.  ,h, « h„  nt* 

■ Lv* n rr ftt* 

rr1:' 

•i'3ic.  But  recent  strides  in  minia- 


power  will  further  reclupe  their 
isize,  ; ,v’ ,.  k . > v 

I A tty.  Gen.  Robert  Kennedy 
[put  a bill  before  Congress  in 
1962,  which  would  permit  feder- 
al authorities,  under  orders  of 
the  Attorney  t General,  to  wire- 
tap, with  a court  order. 

In  ceTtain  situations  — such  as 
espionage,  subversion,  murder, 
kidnapping,  interstate  racketeer- 
ing and  narcotics  — wiretapping’ 
would  be  legal,  and  would  yield 
legal  court  evidence. 

In  espionage^  the  Attorney 
General  could  sidestep  the  court, 
if  be  thought  asking  for  a court 
order  would  endanger  the  na- 
tional interest.';  1 

Under  the  bill,  all  other  ' 
forms  of,  wiretapping  would  be  , 
prohibited  and  punishable  by  a 
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ion  and 


■ ''  has  failed  to  pass  rnlhe 

-“U \{a^kn^^s: 

™jSSE2^™ wiretap 

Ration's,  as  there  ar^urf?  ^>. 

Jnd  judges.  Some  judges  hold  added  the  devices  can  ana  oft-; 
wiretapping  a crime  inv  itself,  eri  do  betraythemseh^/^ 


In  all  the  three  cases  here 
Alabaml,  ihe  bugs" :n\alfuhc- 
tioned  and  causedlroublebiTthe 
telephone  lines.  In  fyjiss  Poolers 
case,  there  was  a buzzing  on  the 
line  even  after  a number  had 
been  dialed^  , 

The~two  bugs  Installed  in  Bir- 
mingham homes  caused  other 
conversations  to  “leak”  through. 


while  others  hold  it  illegal  only 
if  the  intercepted  messages  are 
disclosed.  ' ‘ • / ■<  •"•  ^ V 

^ALABAMA,  LIKE f 32  other 
states,  has  laws  making  wire- 
tapping a crime  punishable  by 
heavy  fines  and.  jail  sentences. 

Under  Title  48,  Sections  415  and 
416,  of  the  Alabama  Code',  wire- 
tapping or  interferring  with 
telephone  communication  is  a 
misdemeanor  punishable  by  a 
$500  fine,  or  six  months  in  jail, 
or  both.  • 

XT'  1 n nlrdrtl*  tlA  1 H 11/  C 

.Ejit'VtTIl  Mdtco  Jiavc  jlv 

at  all  governing  wiretapping  or 
recorded  telephone  conversa- 
tions. Six  states  permit  wire' 
tapping  — but  confine  its  legal 
use  mainly  to  law  enforcement. 

The  threat  to  privacy  is  by 
no  means  limited  to  monitored 
phone  conversations. 

A child  can  order  through  jhis  line.  If  the  repairman  finds 

the  mail  a $15  device  which  a "voltage  drop’"  on  the  line,  it 
magnifies  sound  and  can  pick  ! is  alrpost  certain  the  phone  is 


people  talking  while  they  tried 
to  carry  on  their  own  conversa- 
tions. . • j ■ ■ -'-  ■ ■■ 

Sometimes,  a malfunctioning 
bug  will  cause  interrupted  dial- 
ing 'or /other  oddities  in  the 
phone’s  operation.  / 

A PERSON  WHO  suspects  his 
phone  hasAbeenvtapped  can  easi-> 
ly  relieve  his  mind  by  asking 
the  telephone  company  to  check; 


11  n -a  Ortm^rcafinn  in  tJ  TY1ATT1 
Up  u WI1TC.AOM  tiV  **  urn  u 

across  the  street. 

For  $17.90,  anyone  can  have 
an  instrument  which  "taps*'  a 
telephone  without  touching  a 
wire.  ■.  - ■ . 

For  $15G,  'a  budding  spy  can 
buy  a television  camera  which 
can  scan  a room  in  complete 
[secrecy  and  transmit  pictures, 
with  sound,  to  a hidden  receiv- 
er several  blocks  away. 


! PRIVATE  DETECTIVES  con 
!ceaZ  microphones,  some  with 
built-in  transmitters,  in  . hat- 
bands, wrist  watches  or  tie 
clasps.  Microphones,  no  larger 
than  a button,  feeds . conversa- 
tions to  a recorder  concealed  on 
the  detective's  person,  then  re- 
lays it  to  a receiver  several 
blocks  away.  • 

Tiny  transmitters  can"  be  in- 
stalled in  rooms,  jofficgs^ jind 

ATT/\F%  ’ "I  f I Jwi-C"1  HAII/- 

even  auiumuuuco^  aiwpyn; 

erful  enough  to  send  conversa- 
tions several  blocks  to  several 
miles . 4 

Even  executives  have  reached 
the  pojnt.  where  they  fidget  if. ’a 
visitor  ^ --V-L*-V - 

briefcase  or 


VmifiCT  t^nnort  cnmphnw 

wviiivuv  * * 

All  bugs  aren't  detectable  how- 
ever. For  example  anyone  can 
be  recorded  by  the  person  on  the 
other  end  of  the  line  without  de- 
tection. / ; V'  jpbv  '■ 

Anyone  suspecting  his  con- 
versation is  being  recorded,  j 
can  foul  the  recording  by  sim-  . 
ply  tapping  the  mouthpiece  of.  J 
the  phone  with  a pencil  or  oth-  ; 
er  objects  during  the  conver- 
sation. The  noise  will  magnify 
and  blot  out  parts  of  the  con^ 
versa tion.  /V  - 
Similar  results  j;can  be  ob-. 
tained'  by  other  noises  in*1  the 
room,  , such  as  v music,  a loud 
television  or  , even  Iiinhing/wa-; 
ter.  Devices  for  ‘recording  tele- 
phone conversations  ’ are  ex-' 
tremely  sensitive  and  will. mag- 
nify. t^^li^t^^ 

mites  or  to  check  vour  .phone  is 


W' 


. J* ; ■ , . •••■••'•••:•  v-Xv, ; ;y  ;.;7  / i;^/< ...y; 1 * 



'.v:? 

;>■ 


M.  4 

‘Bugs9  in  i*ii 

This  tiny  transmitter  (top  ^photo)  a 

tabbed  to  the  telephone 

transistorized,  habits 


i 
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_ rw-n  i-krvfi  Ar» lii  1 vn n 

- MMIliUCW 

bad  memories  coming  Sack  to 
them.”  .,,v  c.* 

HE  ADDED  that  he’ was  proud 
to  see  that  the  bombing  bad  not 
made  the  congregation  fearful, 
saying  . the  church  must  be 


£2f-  -A.iif- Jit.-  +J 

^ ^^-3? S!i  .»*'>;•  -■  ■•  ■■«-  .,* 

"We  rededi cate  it  to  the  serv- 
^of  God  and  of  man,”  said  the 
_ LevV;Johh  'H.  Cross/  pastor  jof 
She  16th  Street  Baptist  Church, 
iich  ;was  bombed  last  Sept,  15. 
rrgingThis  congregation  to 
^ye^bse  respohsible  for  the 
{fyiiamite  blast  which  killed 
jur  Negro  girls,  the  Negro  min- 
TeP  spoke  * at  rededication 
^monies  for  the  renovated 
rch  building  Sunday: 
itenise^  McNair,  11.  Carol  K. 
biertson/  14 > Cynthia  Wes- 
£y,  14*  and  Addie  Mae  Coillns, 


. Uef 

"mbteg. 


tVipir  Hvps  in  thr1 


HAVE  RECEIVED  many 
[ters  asking,  How  can  you 


“militant  ’ 

Rewards  totaling  more  than 
$7 0,000  have  been  posted  for  in-,' 
formation  leading  to  arrest  and; 
conviction  of  those  responsible' 
for  the  bombing. 

.Negroes  battled  police  for 
an  hour  in  Birmingham  after 
the  blast  occurred.  Scattered 
racial  incidents  across  the  city 
throughot  the  day  and  night 
claimed  the  lives  of  two  more 
Negro  youths.  Scores  of  per- 


each  love  when  you  have  had’  s??s  were  hu^'  . . c 

- - 1 Negroes  used  the  church  as 


. - . i 

trm-c t hish*n:7t:  fhm  t7  Hrtr\0  tn« 

Ecu?”  Cross  told  his  congre-  headquarters  tor  massive ; cml 
Saifnti  ■ I rights  demonstrations  during 

•r  ' 'the  spring  of  1963**  ~~ 

r “We  must  follow  the  examp’e.  . ..  _ . 

-jof  Jesus  Christ,”  he  said  in 

Answer  to  the  question.  “When 

Christ  was  put  on  the  cross,  it 

tppeared  all  the  good,  all  the 

ith  had  been  eradicated.  Ha- 

"edewas  rampant.  Love  was 

mried— buried  for  al!  time. 

then  Jesus  said,  ‘My 
jjbod.  My  Godr  and  then  he 
^ald  ‘Father  forgive  them, 
yJorglve  them,  for  they  know 
|}iot  what  they  do/  ” 
r-'"  • : 

SERVICES  were  resumed  in  ? 
jfce  church  about  two  months  ■ 
ago,"  after  approximately  $200,- ; 

W0  in  repairs  had  been  com- 


a fifth  of  the  loss  -wasi 
ferejfby  insurance.  The  rest] 
,the  funds  were  furnished  by 

lagpfV* 

aaa in  speaker  at  the  dedi- 
<»qn^cereiiionies  was  (he  Hev. 
J$bx  B^Jpmes,  d£an  of  religion: 
aid  j vie  a president’  of ' Virginia, 
tfton  'TJn&ersity, -ftt  vv 

C/He  juentioned  the  bombing 

briefly,  saying,  "IGs  hand  ; 

~ «>mo  of  the  pecK- 
yon  imjfr  don’t 
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{Mount  Clrppmg  fn  S pace  BeJo w) 

iS  ^provifod-  hy,jhe 

fc^urch,wi.dby^a 


es  neia  ior, 
victims 


►om 


tY  GERALDINE  MOORE 


jemle  quart^mider' |he'd&ec; 
Hion  ^of  ^MrT%ith; ^'Crowell, 
.teacher  at  Wilkersoh^Elemen- 

2 The  program  was  closed 
*|with  prayer  led  by  Harris* 
*$her  which  the  audience 


"If  we  do  not  stand  against  „ joined  in  the  singing  of 
?il  and  for  good,  we  will  be'*; “America  the  Beautiful.”  v.,\$ 
ifigulfed  by  evil.”  The  Rev,  McGinty  is  minister 

.‘Our  need  is  for  new  life.  ■ church.  Harris  was  in 

iV-:‘We  need  love,  hope  and  faith  'c^prfer°f  h h e 

fcs***  - * W “ 

r*  ' 2“  ' ^ VJ  - 

ibis  was  the  message  of  Ed- 
ird  Harris  during  a special 
dee  at  the  Unitarian  Church 
tesday  night  memorializing 
deaths  of  Denise  McNair, 
irol  Robertson,  Cynthia  Wes* 

»y  and  Addie  Collins,  in  the 
Street  Baptist  Church 
mg  last  Sept.  15.  Also  in- 
cluded in  the  memorial  service 
fere  ' James  Robinson  and  Vir- 
Ware,  two  other  children 
se  deaths  were  attributed  in- 
Birectly  to  the  bombing. 

“WE  HAD  BEEN  waiting  for 
number  of  years  for  this 
imbing  to  happen.  We  had 
Jen  waiting  with  our  silence. 

Ste  had  endured  the  castration 
Judge  Aaron  and  one  bomb- 
ing right  after  another,’'  Harris 
said. 

|<He  also  referred  to  slavery 
*as  the  beginning  of  it  all,  and 
Lade  a fervent  plea  that  we 
dll  “search  our  hearts  and 
^resolve  that  we  shall  never 
jain  approve  those  things  . 
which  gave  rise  to  this  ter- 
Tible  incident  of  Sept,  15, 

£963.” 

^The  Rev.  Lawrence  E.  Me- 
€Hnty,  wrho  gave  selected  read- 
ings from  the  Scriptures,  made 
ftiese  remarks:  “There  is  only 
one  marv  in  the  world,  and  that 
|jum’s  name  is  'all  men.’  There 
15  only  one  woman  in  the  world, 
and  her  name  is  ‘all  women.’ 

There  is  only  one  child  in  the 
wprldj  jimi  that  child’s  name  is 
fell  •F*chliafe^^i.,, 


f 
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(Mount  Clipping  In  Sp  ace  Below) 


Y JilD  .GOLDSTEIN  r'M 
ert  . J. 'Lingo,  .head  of  the 
ina  ^Highway  Patrol,  said 
tester  da  v he  thinks  he 


ge  the  identity  of  the  suspect 

anvthincr  ahmil  him.  H . 

' ^ " ‘ ^ 

can  go  made  the  remarks  at  a 
iieorr  meeting  of  B.irming- 
’s  "’Business  and  Projfessibn- 
[en‘s  Assn.,  following  a talk 
rtiich  he  spoke  against  liber- 

>*snlv3li7prl  pfiWmmphJ! 

r W<vil  ki.  UA1LJVM  QV  1 W—  , W J 

id  “the  pink  press.”  ; 
llThe  state  public  safety  direc- 
tor ^was  asked  whether  he  knew 
iffho  was  responsible  for  the 
September,  1963.  church  bonib- 

^+*1  f~r  tVr«f  IrilliiH  fmtr  ’\j»E7t'ia  cnT*lc 

Jig  lltm  mil'  ^ 

!and  whether  his  suspect  was  a 
ite  man  or  a flegro. 

[-Refuses  Further  Comment 
1 personally  think  1 know 
to  did  it,”  Lingo  said,  but  de- 

1 1 n rl  In  rrn.'ft  1 fifnrnlQtlflT) 

LVgllli^U-  tU  Slir  ^ “B  1 J iiiiwiiNuuim 

fading  to  the  suspect's  identity. 
®Fe  refused  to  say  whether  the 
Suspect  is  Negro  or  white.  .He 
.said  there  is  not  enough  evi- 
dence to  warrant  a prosecution. 

>**.■  v r . . _L i ...L  ,.ik  ^.vi  U a me 

ifVijingO,  ciSKeu  wiitzmci  jig-  jvlj- 

'pects  the  same  person  whose 
fidentitv  was  hinted  at  in  a Sat- 
urday Evening  Post  article 
earlier  this  year,  answered: 

"I  don’t  know  who  they  sus- 


jJHe  .talked  about  law  enforce- 

era!’  magazines  accusing  .us  '.of 
s“  who  bombed-  Sixteenth  having . a .police  . state,  ,af  this 
cef  Baptist" Church  last  year,  time,”  'he  . said:  - ‘‘But  we're,, do- 
ut.  he  said  it  "will  interfere  'nS  • J10  ,I70rC  ^an  alV  other 
^dur: "investigation”  to  di-|s*aie  8 doing.  • - ' ' •- , . 

Lingo  said  his  men  have  been 
charged  with  no  lice  brutality, 
but  he  said  “we  only  take  nec- 
essary action.”  ■; . . 

“Can  you  placate  a mob  with- 
out force?”  he  was  asked  from 
the  audience.  ,uNo  sir/'  he  an- 

tiirovciH  !‘vnii  rtan  nnt  ” .A 

r^v^ujui^  j v u t-wu  ^ • 

Lingo  1 told  his^audience  that 
he  started  as  a patrolman  when 
the  state  organization  was  estab- 
lished as  the  Highway  Patrol  in 
1935.  ’ <_/:•  - 

it  a i_j  _ r i _ mrL^  a 

A lot  01  pt’OpIt*  S^y,  VY  r Jed  L 

does  he  know  about  law  enforce- 
ment?” Lingo  said.  “But  I’m  a 
charter  member.” 

* “America’s  national  purpose 
has  been  changed  from  the  di- 
vine goal  of  man's  individual! 
and  .spiritual  .growth 


t r.,  , .» 
IN  IctLl, 


»-l  n,n  * t nnrn 

i i.  r»i  t- 


peLL 

Lingo's  speech  included  vigor- 
ous praise  of  Gov.  George  IVal-j 
lace  for  his  forays  intor  the j 
North.  He  compared  the  gover-| 
nor's  travels  to  those  of  a fa- 

■u  I m.  ■ m vjL  a v»s-i,  <rvt  r.  r in  *Vws  A tv*  'lYif'n  ri 

:muuat tiitucaGi-cL  jil  iuc  ^i.itiivu.. 

Revolution. 

‘At  a time  when  the  cause  of 
Americanism  was  leaderless  and 
rudderless,”  he  said  of  Wallace, 


‘a  Paul  Revere 


iVii  t*  VkO  + i Ar> 
Li  U9  J,  id  L i VI J I 


a 


Virjvo 

V 1— 


rode 

T 

A 

news  for  the  Communists  and 
the  pinks  and  the  liberals.  '-He 
is  scheduled  to  ride  again.”'  ■ 
Lin^o  also  was  asked  about 
the  prospect  of  more  civil  rights 

Homnnctrat'/mc  in  AlaV*nrr»a  He 

\4ltfk41ViiUlrl  U1>J^UU  J4J  — “ 

said  there  were  rumors  of  "some 
this  past  Summer  that  did  not 
jnateriahzc^^^^  , 

?;;Tm  ready  for  them  if  they 
come,”  he  said.  - ■ - 4^'' 


toward 

freedom,”  Lingo  said,-  “to  the! 
base  slavery  of  the  equality  doc- 
trine, forced  and,  enforced  by*  a! 
growing  'central  government,”  ( 
Lingo  said.;  r , ■ . 

“Through  a system  of  award 
and  reward,’?  he  said,  “the  lfeft-l 
winger^  have  built  an  awesome, 
control  over  the  news,  entertain- 
ment, and  educational  media.' 

“Only  those  writers  who 
preach  equality  and  environment 
receive  the  awards.  Only  those 
movies,  only  those  educators, 
only  those’  news  commentators 
are  rewarded  with,  prestige  and 
gaim-unni  ine  full  v impact  of, 
the  absurdities  were  brought 
home  with  the  crowning  stupid*, 
ity^of  the  Nobel  Prize  to  a Mar- 
1 hit. Luther,  King.”  - z 

across  His  references  to  “equality” 

p . had  J : < *t  mrt  i/\  j 

emu  ■ . vreje  r^UM 

wfyit  he  said  are  doctrines  of 
Communism.  “There  fare  two 
primary  Communist  doctrines,” 
hiisaid.  /‘One'  is. based  on  equal- 
ity,, the  other  on  environment.” 

flap  pnunlitv  doctrine 


Tin  i.eaiH  

is‘.iised  to' justify  an  “all-power- 
fuh. central  government”  and  the 
environment  doctrine  f (is  based 
op  the  belief  fhat^^wwwfi  mat- 
ter—nothing  else *’  f ; : ; 


n, 
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*-.•  WASHINGTON,  Nov.  25  (UPI)- 
lf  Klansmen"  is  believed  responsible  for  a church  bomb- 
ng  in  Birmingham  which  killed  four  Negro  girls,  the 
-Bl  ^aia  To'Ocy 

Ijsfci  .But,  said  the  FBI,  there  was  insufficient  evidence 

to  assure  a conviction  end 
I the  Alabama  Highway  Pa- 
trol "prejudiced"  the  inves- 
tigation with  premature  ar- 
rests. .... 

The  church  was  bombed  Sept. 

15  1 9R3  Tt  wac  filler!  uiith  Qiin. 

y *.«/  IXLT  T * v • * W*  KS  Llil^  VL  TT  4.  11. 1 LJ  U J i 

day  School  children  at  the  time. 

, 4 ‘This  investigation  was  prej- 
udiced by  premature  "arrests 
made  by  the  Alabama  Highway 
Patrol/1  the  FBI  said.  “Conse- 
auentlv  it  has  not  vpt  hpf»n  twc- 

* r --  j ■’*  — * - JT~~ 

sible  to  obtain  evidence  or  con- 
fessions that  would  assure  suc- 
cessful prosecution/' 

The  FBI  said  it  had  “identi- 
fied a small  group  of  Klansmen 
believed  to  be  resDonsible.”  ; 

A.  ~ ~ 

Answers  King's  Charges 
The  statement  was  issued  in  a 
report  following  charges  made 
by.  the  Rev. ! Martin  Luther"  King 
Jr.,  winner  of 'the  Nobel  'Peace 
Prize,..  King  said  the  .FBKhas 
not  done  its  best  at  ‘all  limes'to 
protect  civil  rights  workers,^., 
State.,  troopers  arrested  three 
mep. shortly  after  Gov,  George 
, Wallace's  I-  office  .arinouneaiil . the 
P<^ol  Tiad  ' found  evi- 
dence that  would  solve,  a series 
of  JiQmbmgs  jh^Bim  ingham,’.  •. 


The  men,  Charles  Cagle,.  R.  E. 
Chambliss  and  John  Hall/ were 

- • 1 ,m  - j - ■ 1 - • * 

n Vi  ai4  /M-kBr  tin  tVi  -ill  Arrnl  nnn 

qt  v WUPJ  vtiljl  ^iiic^ai  . pvra- 

session  of  dynamite.  They  ,were 
convicted  in  _ Birmingham  Re- 
corder’s .Court  but  appealed  and 
were'  found  innocent . in  circuit 
court  . ;.  *•;/  ' 

Th^«  ^*Vmrr*'h  wac  tVio  cf*pnf>  nf 

A i ■ W \rJ  IU  k U4I  wr  uv/  VI  ivr  w vuv  v t 

many  civil  rights  meetings  dur- 
ing the  Spring  and  Summer. of 
1963  when  m^ss  demonstrations 
were  staged  in  Birmingham.  ■ 
The  bombing  was  the  last  and 
most  serious  one  in  a long  series 
of  racially-connected  attacks  on 
a motel  and  the  homes  and 
churches  of  Negroes.  • 

The  FBI  report  .also  said  .to* 
day  it  knows  who  killed  the  three 
youngTcivil  .^rights / workers  in 
Philadelphia,  Miss.,  last  Sum- 

5 ..  ■ v ■ . 1 • * vi-cy  , 

i "T-fi r Probing  Continues/  -r/>  ; 

“Intensive  investigation  is  con- 
tinuing to  develop  the  case  for 
prosecution  as  quickly  as  . pos-; 


l.  1 _ I J; 

j>iuie.,.'=  <in 


r»nT 

r m 


spokesman 


said. 

Acting  A tty.  , Gen.  , Nicholas 
Katzenbach  has  said  previously 
that  Mississippians  refusing  to 
come  forward  - and  testify  .have 


nrciirrmffid 

j/j  v*  l- Q1U.JLO 


in  itiA  tftmr 
JJL  uiu 


mgs. 

The  three  killed  last  June 
were  Andrew  Goodn^ap,  20  of 
New  ^orir ; .Michael  Schwernfer, 
24 , of  Brooklyn , N v Y.,  j and  /a 


f) 

/ y 


/I 
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Negro,  James  Chaney,  21,  of 
Meridiaiv-^to. 

Their  bodies  were  found  in 
a deep  grave  near  Philadelphia 
about  two  months  after  they 
were  last  seen  alive.  They  had 
been  shot.  / 

Today  was  the  first  time  the 
FBI  officially  admitted  it  knew 
the  identities  of  the  slayers.  . 
The  FBI  spokesman  said: 
“The  FBI  launched  a mas- 
sive investigation  following  the 
disappearance  of  the  three  civ- 
il rights  workers  in  the  vicinity 
of  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  on  June 
21,  1964.  The  FBI  located  their 
bodies  in  an  earthen  dam  and 
has  developed  information  iden- 
tifying those  responsible.” 

King  Sends  Telegram 
King  had  cited  the  lack  of  ar- 
rests in  the  Philadelphia  and 
Birmingham  killings  in  a tele 
gram  to  FBI  Director  J.  Ed- 
gar Hoover.  King  said  those  and 
other  incidents  showed  inade- 
quate FBI  protection  for  Ne- 
groes in  the  South.  . , . 

King  sent  the  telegram  in  re- 
ply to  Hoover’s  charges  that 
King  was  the  “most  notorious 
I liar  in  the  country”  for  saying 
the  FBI  refused  to  act  in  South- 
ern civil  rights  cases  because 
agents  were  Southerners. 

In  his  telegram  to  Hoover, 
King  also  charged  that  no  ar- 
rests had  been  made  as  a result 
of  brutalities  to  Negroes  par- 
taking in  mass  civil  rights  meet- 
ings in  Albany,  Ga.,.  during  the 
Summer  of  1963,J  — * 

Replying  to  King’s  statement, 
the  FBI  spokesman  conceded 
no  arrests  had  been  made.  But 


^prison  and  the  fouTth-a' juvehlle,  - 


he  added  that  the  FBI  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  Justice  Dqot.  rthe 
results  of  investigations  of  the 
Albany,  Ga.  complaints. 

“The  Department  of  Justice 
did  mot  believe  there  were 
grounds  to  prosecute  any  of  the 
incidents  arising  out  of  these 
demonstrations  ” the  spokesman 
said.  ' ' 

Sources  said  Hoover  has  re- 
ceived 2000  letters  and  other 
communications  about  his  ex- 
change with  King.  Only  about 
10  were  critical  of  Hoover,  the 
source  said. 

Complains  to  LBJ 
Ten  Negro  leaders  officially 

TCincr1^ 


n rPCfintArl 

I. 


rrurmlainl 
f 

about  the  FBI  to  President  John- 
json  at  the  White  House  last 
|week. 

The  FBI  spokesman  also  listed 
FBI  accomplishments  in  the  field 
of  civil  rights  in  the  South.  They 
included:  . 

—Arrest  of  Deputy  Marshal! 
Denver  E.  Short  Jr.v  in  Sasser 
Ga.,  20  miles  from  Albany  on 
charges  that  he  .cursed  voter 
registration  workers  and  fired 
his  gun  at  the  tires  of  their 
cars.  Short  was  acquitted  by  a 
district  jury  in  Georgia,  Jan., 
25,  1963.  , 1 

—Arrest  of  four  white  men; 
who  were  charged  with  burning1 
the  Mount  Hope  'Negui --Baptist 
Church  near  Dawson,  Ga.,  Oct. 

1 17,  1962.  Three  of  the  men  were 
sentenced  "to  seven  years  in 


—Arrest  of  Jtwo.  white  .mensem, 
charges'  in  cohnecHon^ with  the 
burning  of  the  Shady  QroveBap- ; 
list  Church  near  Leesburg,' Ga;- 
Nov.  4,  1962.  Grand  juries  re- 
fused to  ..indict^  the  .men. 

—Investigations  leading  to  11 
arrests  in  MeComb,  Miss. , on 
state  charges  involving  bombing  ' 
and  other  violence.  . :‘A'  ; - 

— Seven  arrests  in  Natchez, 

Miss.,  on  state  charges  in  shoot- 
ings and  beatings. 

—Seven  arrests  ^..for  racial- 
violdnce  in  Pike  County^_  Mi3sL 

—Five  arrests'  of  presem'1 
former  law  enforcement  of- 
ficers in  N e sh r>b Oo ign t y 7*  M iss., 
on  charges  of  police  brutality. 


t 
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ft  FBL.s^ys  It  still  lacks 
Sufficient  evidence  tftJJgLa  ooij- 
Nadfipn  of  KlansmerFpS^m  they 
. Say  1 bombed'  the  Street; 

Baptist  .Church  here  last  fall : 
tilling  four  small  Negro  girls.  - 
agency  also  said  in  Wash- 
hgton'it  knows  who  killed  th'e| 
hree  young  civil  rights  work-' 
£jrs;in  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  last  * 
summer.  i 

^ln  a statement  from  Washing-* 
'ton5  a spokesman  for  the  FBI 
was  quoted  as  saying  “a  small 
group  of  Klansmen”  is  believed  | 
be  responsible  for  the  church 
tombing  but  there  is  insufficient 
evidence  to  make  any  arrests. 

^ | 

! ' AT  THE** SAME  ’t’lME  fhe 
agency  was  highly  critical  of 
the  Alabama  State  Troopers 
whom  they  said  ' 'prejudiced' T 
the  investigation  with  prema- 
ture arrests. 

; The  church  was  bombed  on 
Sept.  15.  LET  The  four  girls 
were  among  hundreds  attend- 
ing Sunday  School  when  the 
blast  ripped  through  the  struc- 
ture. 

In  its  statement,  the  FBI  j 
said,  “this  investigation  was  ( 
prejudiced  by  premature  ar-  j 
rests  made  by  the  Alabama 

tTi n„*. i 

manway  .raiftjj.  lAmacriiutrm-  „ 

ly  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  ! 
to  obtain  evidence  or  confes-  : 
sions  to  assure  successful 
prosecution.” 

State  Troopers  arrested  three 
;men  shortly  after  Gov.  George 
Wallace  announced  evidence 
had  been  found  that  would  solve 
the  series  of  bombings  in  Bir-' 
imingham. 

) 

! CHARLES  CAGLE.  R.  E. 

| Chambliss  and  John 


ynamite.  Thfoy;u^rfr  /soft* 
victed  in  Recordehs  -Qurt  but 
^appealed  and  were  ^und  - m- 
ho  cent  in  Ci  r cu  l t ' Co  ugcC 
,’^be  church  was  the  scene  of 
. mafccivil  rights;-  (3eKo.M%- 
tior)S-.«in  the  spring  abd  -sum- 
mer  of  l963. 

-Thp  pombing  was  the  last  and 
most  serious  one  in  a long  series 
of  racially,  connected  attacks  on 
a -motel - and  - the  homes  and 
churches  of  Negroes. 

IN  CONNECTION  with  the 
Philadelphia,  Miss.,  case,  the 
FBI- spokesman  said  “intensive 
investigation  i$  continuing  to 
develop  the’  case  for  prosecu- 
tion as  quickly  as  possible.”  . 

The  three  civil  .rights  work- 
ers killed  last  June  were.  An- 
drew / Goodman,  iOv  of-  New 
Yoi*k;:  Michael  Schwerncr,.  24, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  and  a Ne- 
gro, James  Chaney,  21/  of 
Meridian,  Miss. 

Their  bodies  were  found  in  a 
deep  grave  near  Philadelphia 
two  months  after  they  were  last 
I seen  .alive.  They  had  been 
ishdt-^  “ 


J 


. i 
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■£iie*FB£  believes  it  has  identified  the  killers  uf-fOuF 
children  in  a Birmingham  Negro  church  bombing  last 
’year  and  the  slayers  of  three  civil  rights  workers  in 
jlississippi,  an  FBI  spokesman  said  in  WasTIlngtro  to- 

Tav.  J ...  — — — — - 

T , ...  Ne\g  York  residents,  and  James 

h-A  s^kesman  said  the  agency  cha^y'  SI.  a Meridian.  .Miss., 
is  trying  to  gather  enough  evi-  Negro.  . “ i 

dence  to  go  to  court  in  both-  They  had  driven  to  Neshoba 

cases.  j County  from  Meridian  to  inves* 

Tl0  , 4u  tigate  a church  fire  on  the  day 

The  statement  came  as  the!  ^ v ^ - • 

gnT  . | uicjf  «xic  aiJ.coi.tvi.  , ..''i 

FBI  defended  itself  against; 

pharges  that  the  bureau  is  in-;  ^SCORES  OF  FBI  agents  joined 

Effective  In  civil  rights  cases.  I state  and  local  officers  in  the 

#The  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist?  search  for  the  killers;  Some  Mis- 1 
PLlir.>,  > ,,  i sissippi  officers  claimed  that  the. 

Church  was  bombed  while  Sun-,  FBI  withhel'd. information  from  : 

day  School  services  were  being;  them  ■ i 

conducted  there  on  Sept.  15,,  A federal  grand  jury  at  Ri- 
1963,.  V ^ ! loxi*  Miss.*  investigated  the 

^ " ! . \j  deaths  of  the  three  men  but  i 

did  not  return  any  indict-  : 
ments.  ; 

Two  indictments  were  re-; 


•THE  CIVIL  rights  workers 
disappeared  after  being  ar- 
rested on  a traffic  charse  at; 


Philadelphia  last  June  21  arnT  *“»?*  . ^ 'ff 

released  on  bond.  Their  bodies?  peers,  including  Neshoba  Sheriff 


Lawrence  Rainey with  denying 
Negroes  their  civil  rights  by  ar- 


were  found  in  a dam  Aug.  4. 

The  bombing  victims  were 
Carole  Robertson,  16;  Carol  ! 

Denise  McNair,  U;  AddieMae  !’?.V«!WM  twgini)mg  ln  ayw. 

Collins  and  Cynthia  Dianne  : ■ ' : Rewards . for  Jhe,  Birmingham 
ffcslcv  both  14  No  ci Firsts  lx)inb6r  or  botnbt^lrs  ros{j  to  570 
have  teen  made  in  the  ease. 

The  three  civil  rights  work-  safety  director*,  predicted  that 
ers  were— Micb.ael  Sch^eii43*i±v-Sj4,  itfie  &i2e  oSHLtf  aU  w/ariFl*  VtfHtlilclly [ 

i . ..  a:.  ; , »,r;n  V tVin  i^siCn  • “• 

ana  Andrew  ixoocimun.  .hi.  noin  iwm 
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IY  GEORGE  BIGLERS  III* 
n News  staff  writer  J . 

a ton  ftAn  !1j 

jfi.1  L , W 11  l ,.lt:Wril  U 

ioney  cartT  help  unravel  'this 


,_  _ . 

cVfc  as 


teethe:  . ^ 

was  maSe,  ifffen f 
ported  to  the  church  ^ and  howl 
^ Th^  FRi  here  has^r^us^^ 
comment  £»  the 


s grim  historye*«s4T=^i5jal 
n c I u di  n g one  that 
Ordered.. four  Sunday  School 
trildren  last  year— what  will? 

'j\e,  money,  over  $ 77, 000 
landed  up  by  local  citizens  to 
/.informants,  has  been  avail* 

SpuT^more  than  a year.  But 
fpcre  have  been  no  takers, 
lifter  Dec.  51,  the  reward 
mjtvt  be  collectible.  And  this 
Comes  as  a blow  to  investigators 
who  had  hoped  it  would  make 
Sfomebody  talk. 

W&-?  r 

fSet  deadline 

foF  THE  AMOUNT.  $15,000 
had  been  offered  for  information 
leading  to  the  arrest  and  con 
yiction  of  the  person  or  persons 
responsible  for  the  bombing  of 
tffe  16th  Street  Baptist  Church. 

I I r%  i w r\t  O riut  /ut 

. UUC  1 H.U1U  Kf  ft  » IU4BOU 

Adopted  by  the  Birmingham 
Cftv  Council,  trustees  holding 
the  money  may  pay  rewards 
Jo  amounts  they  deem  advis- 
table  for  information  concern- 
other  bombings  whteh  oc- 
irred  after  April  15’  of  tirSt 
^year. 

jgHoweyer,  no  reward  can  be 
paid  ' after  Dec.  31  of  this  year 
—the  time  set  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil for  the  bombing  reward  to  be 
dissolved.  • ' • 

• Gov.  George  Wallace  put  $10.' 

900  into  the  fund  on  behalf  of 
the.  state.  Whether  this  amount 
will  remain  available  is  not 
known  . 

% ACCORDING  TO  Dr.  John 
Buchanan,  one  of  three  trustees 

appointed  by  the  Council,  only]  patro!  " Consequently  it  has 

about  $1,500  of  ftie  fund  is  in ; not  yet  been  possible  to  obtain 

cash.  The  remainder  is  iw  jevidence  or  confessions  to'  as- 

form  of  pledges.  - - llsure  successful  prosecution.  •>, 

. .The  V^--r . h ti.^,nnnftiiru"Ad  That  . 

"^case  Of  Yhe  16th  strict  Iq*jj  Testimony;  needed^ 

~ »■-  jF  AND  WHEN  the  FBI  does 


vwtlgatton  farther  Tthaijfhat  j 
was  said  ta  the  FBI\  Wash-  ! 
jagtoo  statement.  j 
^However,  It  1*  . federal 

agents'  kno^  much  more  * than 


ready  tfr£v£Vt*r*oJ  d 

faff? , li«- 


ist 

It  KSFlofeWor  some  time.  -^T 

Tii  e>  iriitlfv  iwrcnnC  Oannnf  Ka  1 

■ lIVy  Jfl.  4 UV*IU  ^,UI»MW  P#V 

arrested  because  ttie  one  thing  , 
needed  for  convictions  is  miss-  . 

Ing  — testimony  that  would 

The  church  bombing  was  next]  . * -1,  - - •*  •;  " t ’ .TT  : 

to  th'e  last  in"  a long  'series  of 
dynamitings  in  Birmingham 
over  the  yfears.  It  is  estimated 
that  a total  of  22,  including  the 
church  bombing,  remain  un- 
solved. ' . 

After  the  church  bombing, 
the  FBI  launched  what  it  caited 
the  “biggest  manhunt  since  the 
Dillinger  case.1’  City  and  coun- 
ty authorities  joined  the  federal 
agency  and  began  piping  infor- 
mation to  it. 

Separate  probe 

THE  STATE  police,  acting  un-1 
der  orders  of  Director  A1  Lingo. I 
began  a separate  investigation! 
which  subsequently  led  to  the! 
arrest  of  three  men.  They  were* 
not  charged  with  th£- IximhlngCf 
biit  with  illegal  possession  of  dy- 
narmte  % 

The  trio  was  convicted  in  Cityy 
Recorders  Court,  but  appealed  j 
and  later  were  found  not  guil-| 
ty  in  Circuit  Court.  F 

When  the  state  made  its  ar-  £ 
rests,  there  was  no  nolifica-  1 
tinn  of  any  kind  given  the  nth-  * 
er  investigative  agencies.  And  y 
since  that  time,  there  has  J 
been  no  official  communica-  j 
tkm  between  Lingo  and  the  * 

FBI.  j 

In  a statement  from  W a s h-J 
ingfon  a week  ago,  the  FBI, 
said  the  investigation  *‘was  pre-! 
judiced  by  premature  arrests 
made  by  the  Alabama  Highway. 


e?cr- 


4 ’ 


move,  — the  . flppncv  y probably] 
iwopld.  turn  over  rt?  to] 

the  state  for  prosecution.  The 
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gmoney  1 

^Over  $14500  in  reward  money 
ftf  the  arrest  and  conviction 
of  those  responsible  for  killing' 
four  Negro  girls  in  bombing 
Ae  16th  Street  Baptist  Church 
55"  September  1963  has  been  re- 
turned. 

“Almost  ISO ,000  was  given  or 
pledged  as  a reward  for  infor- 
ijfeation,  In  addition  to  the  $lr 
\1  actually  collected,  there  was 
r8,052  listed  as  “firm  pledges 
over  responsible  signatures. M 

i iffcv 

v THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
for  the  reward  fund  met  last 
i Wednesday  and  voted  to  return 
i the  money.  Terms  of  a resolu- 
: lion  by  the  City  Council  dic- 
tated the  money  must  be  re- 

a m.a  a j-i  • n i t / } K»r  F)i5/' 

till  UCU  II  |IWL  JJtflkU  IMIV.  UJ  jyw. 

i 31,  1964. 

".Spokesmen  for  the  four-man 


leading  to  the  arrest  and  con- 
yirijrtn  of  anyone  bombing  a 
residence  or  other  building  in 
Birmingham.  None  was  ever 
paid. 

All  but  $6  of  the  money  col- 
lected was  returned.  Coming 
from  an  unknown  contributor, 
the  $6  was  used  for  postage  to 
mail  the  57  checks  necesasry  to 
return  the  money.  i 


After  trie  noara  oi  trustees; 
voted  to  return  the  money  a' 
letter  was  necessary  from  Bir-j 
mingham  Police  Chief  Jamie: 
Moore  stating  that  no  one  had! 
been  arrested  in  connection  with 

4-Vtn  fur  r\ . \*t\  o r.rslri  KnmHliioC 

LI  ITT.  La/  'I/ll' 

Haley  said  there  will  probably 
be  some  wrong  addresses  among 


board  of  trustees  was  Jamesahe  checks.  Tor  some  people' 
Ilaley,  former  president  of  the 
Birmingham  Bar  Association. 


A+Vi  or  rvs & m hoi'c  \rt>T4n  f?  P Farr 

i.ruiLi  iiiv  kin^  l o " ' 1 i- j ■ «■  ^ t 

District  36  director  of  the  United 
Steel  Workers;  Dr.  John  Buch- 


have  moved  since  donating  the 
money.  One  $5  check  has  al- 
ready been  returned. 

The  money  was  kept  in  a bank 


anan.  retired  pastor  of  South-; account  al  no  interest  foi  two 
Side  Baptist  Church,  and  Amos!-Pars  Haley  said  the  board 
Kirby,  public  relations  director  years.  Haley  said  had  the  hoaid 
at  Carraway  Methodist  Hospital.] known  it  would  have  been  for 
■/:■■■  mt  i • i ,t  t,  t two  v ears , they  might  have  set 

,4  4Sa'i‘  32STS  U — sort  of  inteW^OUn.. 
■ pay  any  amount  of  the  SI ,527 
thaj  in  their  discretion  was 


foi 


i lifers  atwwi 
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expert  had 


News  staff  writer 

*u-„  iV  . V.VT4f£*  iaf. 


MERIDIAN,  Miss.  ] 


f * but  is  still  hanging 

v'^^^^SP^^^^^doHifled^a^Talranfs^  stepped 
-M eanwhile.  va -»  formal  *!  - y ■ , > 

' .,:  _ .■'■{  not  rarrvini7  a hnv  and  start- 


^charge ^ of . allied jmujder^^,,* 


K#)*?  "t 


t carrying  a box  and  sfart-.V . J the  Temple  Beth  Israel  ho mt>rM 


prowl  car  partner,  patrolman,  E ft  v . - iflsg%aaMaBL»  y^&ice'*  in  * 

T.  E Tucker,  named  Tarrants  5.^-  *i 

as  the  gunman..  Tucker  tesh-.C,..  . nnlv  a tew  ^ »=«••;:... 


fied  that  after  he  rammed  a 
speeding  late  model  black 
Buick  chased  from  the  scene 


^.gunbatilc  that  left  the  man's 
pretty  school  teacher  compan- 
ion  dead  and  two  other  per- 
sons — deluding  a patrolman 
j:  — critically  Injured. .....; 

b l The  gunfire  broke  out  after  . ' ,0f  the  ■ alleged  attempted  L:  dropped.  ^ ristol..|wt  rati  io^ 

6 ■ 15,0  i 4,..  -...u.r-u-  i'.the  black  - Butck  -and  fled 

■ " oomumg,  me  uavtti,  wuum  ne  r ’ . , ■ . 

identified  as  Tarrants,  turned  L~under  a ^rrage. of, withering  ..„ 


recent  weeks*  An 


^only  a few  days  ago-  . 

Officers ‘Tfircd  and  the  sus^r  had  been  struck  by  bullets. 


) ■ v;  .ipect  k appeared  to  vbe! "struck  , V 


poiiLt;  dttniijM.u  tu  <ti  t'toi 

man  near  the  home  of  a 
widely-known  Jewish  busi- 
nessman where  they  had  been  ^ 
staked  out. 


notice  fire  ‘ ...  > - -■ 

a machine  gun  on  the  police  , ,- .. ,\ \;f  A?.  •*!<%  ■■  *•£' 

car  ' " ■ ' . ■ * r ,t’  ■.  ’ - i '/■'  ^ ^ 

■ ‘!>r‘  HATCHER  AND  ‘Tucker;  ;; 


B flrbd  Jroi^^spccding  car.  But1 
r police  officials  would  not  con- 
firm  a report  that  some  10 
men  staked  out  (lie  house 
! Saturday  night  after  receiving 
information  ft  would  be  tomb- 
ed. 


6? 

i y t7 


t 


Thomas  Albert  Tarrants  III,  ^ 
22,  of  Mobile,  remained  in  a ■■ 
^Matty  Hersee  Hospital  room 
’ V this  morning,  an  armed  ; 

Meridian  policeman  at  his  ; 
^-bedside  and  Mississippi  high-  ; 
ip:- way'  patrolman  posted  out-  . 
side.  I 


Tucker  ducked  beneath  the  I" 
car  . dashboard  but  Hatcher 
caught  four  slugs  as  he  leaped 


the  only  officers  at  hie  scene  j :"”v  TarrarJc  was  arr^aicd  a: 
r;  with  an  automobile*  attempted  '-Colons  *:••  ' December  in  com* 
Vto  block  the' path  of  the  BuicC^ -Pany  of  Sam  Holloway 


from  the  patrol  car  — two 
and  possibly  three  shots  strik-J 
jng  him  through  the  wind- 
shield. -L  ^V-' •’■'■' 

Burton  was  cut  down  by, a 
burst  from’  the  submachine 
gun  whence  emerge^froma 


While  his  condition  was 
listed  as  serious,  police  were 
advised  by  hospital  officials 
late  Sunday  that  he  is  expcct- 
* ; ed  to  survive.  He  was  wound- 
ed  in  a running  gunfight  with 
A r police  following  the  attempted  the  tx>dy  of  a young,  attractive 
bombing  of  a residence  here,  woman,  identified  by  police 
i:  _ Chief  Roy  Gunn  as  Mrs. 


^nearby  residence  to  see  whai 
had  happened, 

■* 

Found  dead  on  the  floor- 
board of  the  Buick  later  was 


, but  wound  up  in  a highspeed,  + ‘ 
; bullet-punctured ' chase,  for  ’ " 
approximately  15  blocks  — * 
:r  when  Tucker  "rammed  the  v 
:v  Buick  and  jt^weht  ‘out  of 
control  striking'  an  ‘embank* 
ment.  ...  .•  ...  ' 

It  was  at  this  point,  police 
Charged  Tarrants  fired  on  the 
officers  with  the  submachine 
gun.  ^ : 

He  fired  until  the  weapon 


"Bowers  Jr.,  Imperial  Wizard 
‘‘  of  the  Iniperial  Knights  of  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  and  now  under 
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bullets  are  nothing  new  tojj  known  to  gun  pros  as  a 

Warrants.  . . J;  “Bluegrass  ”•  

He  was  obsessed  with  them.® ' He  was  charged  under  fed- 
t At  17,  when  other  boys  his  * He  began  coming  to  Birm-V  eral  laws  regulating  ^ such 
fown  age  were  obsessed  with 


:am  shafts  and  four-barreled 
^[carburetors,  he  openly  boast- 
iJed  he  could  take  ''rubber 
bands  and  a little  wireM  and 
^convert  an  M-l  carbine  into  a 
fully  automatic  weapon. 

“Damn  Jews,  I'm  going  to 
"kill  them,"  he  was  fond  of 
^-ftavinp  And  among  those  he 
'said  it  to  were  police  infor- 
mants  both  here  and  in 
r Mobile,  because  long  before 
, ||Thomas  A.  Tarrants  III 
j |?  reached  adulthood  he  was 
fc  already  being  watched  and 
If*' shadowed  by  both  metropolis  ^ 
rian  police  in  Alabama  and  the  > 
FB*.  ‘ I 


ingham  long  before  his  20th  j weapons  and  pleaded  not  guii-  | 
birthday,  usually  staying  at  | ty  before  Federal  Judge  Dam  . | 
the  headquarters  of  the  radi*  ^ Thomas  in  Mobile  on  Oct. 
cal  National  States  Rights.  .%*  1964* 


Party  here  out  on  Bessemer 


Tarrants  later  changed  his  | 


Road.  The  party  has  since  \ Plea  to  guilty  an<*  was  Placed 


| 1 FB*.  f n frequently  claimed,  lay  in  the/  l 

j.y  This  is  the  picture  thatj  ' c o m mu  nist-Jewish"  co nil  \ 


moved  its  main  operations  to 
Augusta,  Ga. 

And  during  his  visits  here, 
with  word  of  his  rock  hard 
attitudes  and  his  love  for  guns 
already  commonplace,  police 
shadowed  his  every  move. 

Unknown  to  Tarrants,  he 
was  frequently  flanked  by 
police  informants. 

The  troubles  of  both  the 
South  and  the  nation,  he 
frequently  claimed,  lay  in  they 

com 


to 


CUJCi^A-u  vi  ***v  J . 

} old  Mobile  man  who  was  ; . — ;-~ 

kgunned  down  in  Meridian  ear*  f From  time 
]y  Sunday  as  he  allegedly  showed  up  with  picket  signs  in 
['attempted  to  dy^mite  the  [front  of  Jewish  stores  in 
& home  of  Meridian  business-  , [Mobile.  He  made  periodic 
Etman  and  Jewish  leader  Meyer  trips  back  here  between  1963 
< Davidson,  ‘ • and  1965>  each  time  his  move- 


on  probation  for  a period  “not 
exceeding  his  majority,” 
which  means  that  he  was 
clear  cm  his  21st  birthday.  So 
just  a few  days  after  the  ail 
important  birthday,  he  was  \ 
found  in  a car  with  notorious 
segregationist  leader  Sam 
Bowers  of  Mississippi.  Inside 
the  car  was  a submachine 
gun,  the  same  type  of  weapon 
allegedly  used  in  Sunday's 
early - hours  shootout  at  \ 
Meridian.  * 

For  gun  lover  Tarrants,  the 

iuau  11£K£  tcu  iiVfc  ^v-v*4  J 
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Today  ' he  lies  seriously  ^ents  carefully  observed  by 
^ wounded  in  a Meridian  hospi-  P°lice  and,  by  1965,  the 


tal,  shot  down  by  police  bul-  j 


-i  r.  . — . i Wt-Tth  Y 1 r l -1  ... 

lets  aucr  a in  modijg,  ms  home  town,  it 

plot  went  awry  and  as  be  -3u  b-gar.  at  17  when  be  was 
fled  his  own  wrecked  autumn-  » pfclcfed  u:>  in  , 3 taf  with 
biife  where  a girl  companion.  ,t>obcrr  ^Lj 
lay  dead  of  rifle  shots.  ) 

" Warrants  is  lit 

\ 


J — to  deep  trouble,  . 
time,  he  « on  Sunday,  he  was  charged  [ 
for  attempted  murder  as  he  > 
writhed  in  pain  on  a hospital 
bed,  badly  wounded.  ■ ‘ * i 

Monday,  a grand  jury  in  ’ 
Hinds  County,  Miss.,  indicted 
him  for  the  $48,000  armed 
robbery  of  "a  grocery  store  = 
last  May.  Armed  robbery  in  j 
Mississippi  is  capital  of- /I 
(eitsc,...  ^ \ 
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Jgrade  teacher,  al  Duling  Ele-?  7 said  Mrs.  Ainsworth ‘was  "ex- A 
fmentary  School  in  / Jackson,  V ! f pectmg  her  first" child’ 

months, 
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News  staff  writer 

* 'MERrDrAN,  Miss, 

^Law  officers  were  not  say- 
ing today  whether  more  ar- 
rests are  ahead  in  the  night 
ider  attempted  bombing  of 
le  home  of  Meyer  Davidson, 

prominent  Jewish  business 
leader  in  Meridian.  .*  ■ -.  , 

police  Chief  Roy  Gunn,- who 
k^ould  not  rule  out  further 
Jarrells,  guardedly  common  led 
Jthat  he  was  hopeful  the  con- 
tinuing investigation  would  j 
&ftirnvi:-p  diew  evidence.  -jf 
|L  Meanwhile,  the  self-styled 
c “underground  fighter,”  Thom- 
i'as  A.  Tan-ants  III,  22,  of 
T Mobile,  gunned  down  Sunday 
^by  law  officers  after  one  of 
ississippi’s  wildest  running 
gun  battles  remained  in  seri- 
ous  condition  at  Matty  Hersee 
• Hospital.  He  is  under  heavy 
guard. 

Across  town  at  Jeff  And  cr- 
imson Memorial  Hospital  a po-* 
||:lice  patrolman  and  a.  bystan- 
,'der,  both  cut  down  by  subma- 
chine  gun  fire  in  the  chase  re- 
mained on  the  critical 
r.  list. 

r*‘  Patrolman  J.  M.  Hatcher,  31- 
.^year-old  father  of  three,  was 
"J  sprayed  with  machine  gun  bub 
* Jets  while  trying  to  arrest  Tar- 
’!  rants.  Navy  machinists’  mate 
g C.  Robert  Burton,  a bystander, 
was  hit  in  I he  yard  of  his  home 
’■when  he  rushed  out  to  see 
^ what  the  commotion  was 
-about. 

^ The  raging  battle  on  Meridi- 
an streets  one*-  m de-'h, 

i 


bership  cards  in  the  Ameri- 
^ cans  for  Preservation  of  the 
1 While  Race  and  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan.  • 

GUNN  SAID  the  episode 
began  in  the  pre-dawn  hours 
Sunday  while  10  officers  were 
staked  out  at  the  Davidson 
residence,  one  of  four  loca- 
i tions  under  surveillance  that 

M - 'Sr  t 


gJ-gfcji. 
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- “ y-  ' 
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public  schools,  .she' 'tried  to- 
teach  .. ..  her  students  ■ ^ true0* 

Americanism  and  firm  Chris- 
,;t!an  beliefs,”  Pickcl  ccuuhued. 

'A',  native  of  Miami,  ‘she* 
moved  to  . Mississippi  and  J 
graduated  from  Mississippi  7 
College  at  nearby  Clinton. 
Police  said  she __had__ been' 

) :^+  „ j ...:tL  4 t 4 ntirn  1 I 

rfuiiidiCu  vvuu  uie  /\rvvte  ana 


n- ' 


Officers  moved  in  when  'Fthree  different  Ku  Klux  Klanf. 
they  spotted  a Buick  sedan  [groups  and  was  a frequent  \ 
stop  near  the  .house  and  saw  a j speaker  / at;  . segregationist  J 
'man  get  out.  Investigators  , ^meetings.'  ""  • - ~X\ 

■ rlaimfd  thf*v  rh^llpn^pd  Tpr'T  ^ — — ; — * 


^-  claimed  they  challenged  Tar' 

. rants  as  he  tried  td  place  a 
. -box  of  dynamite  with  a time 
’ detonator  beside  the  Davidson 
home.  . • • 

The  man,  officers  claim, 
'dropped  the  dynamite  and; 

- officers  fired  as  he  fled  to  the 

I 

waiting  car.  Police  pursued, 
firing  at  the  auto  and  finally 
rammed  it  15  blocks  away,  .;.j 
Investigators'  said  Tarrants  •; 
jumped  from  the  car  spraying  ' 
machinegun  bullets,.:  injuring  : 
the  bystander  and  officer 
Hatcher,  before  lawmen  cut 
him  dowrn  with  their  own  fire 
while  he  was  trying  to  climb  . 
over  a fence.  . • f. 

Chief  Gunn  said  documents 
recovered  from  Tarrants*  V; 
possession : spoke  of  a so-cal-  - 
led  “Communist  - Jew”  cons-  , 
piracy  and  that  Tarrants  had  .. 
gone  “underground”  •.  as  a-  -:, 
guerrilla  fighter.  ' 

THE  POLICE  chief  said;/ 
that  Mrs.  Ainsworth’s  hus'  !'' 
band,  who  was  attending  sum-M 

rr  n'lrrm  of  f*amW  ^hplhv  ' 1 
lliti  . lcuji lys  ^ 9 

knew  she  wras  a member  of  '- 
the  Americans  for  Preserva-  ■ 
lion  of  :he  VVhite  Race,  "a  , 
mill  tarn  segregation;  s:  group.- 
\Y.  T.  Pickcl,  president  of 
. APV/R’s  Jackson  chapter  ces; 
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The  Bombers 


;•  President  Johnson’s  action  in  as- 
' signing  Secret  Service  agents  to  all 
^presidential  candidates  paid  off  in 
< Sacramento  the  other  night  when  the 
*'  agents  and  California  police  routed 
t 'from  Gov.  Ronald  Reagan’s  residence 
Sutwo  kids  armed  with  Molotov  cock- 
tails. 

l>  The  malicious  intent  of  the  two 
l-  boys  was  frustrated  by  the  guards 
Kand  because  their  “bombs”  didn’t  go 
Uoff. 

It  is  possible  these  youngsters, 

; caught  up  in  the  violence  which  has 
. been  preached  and  practiced  by  so 
many  recently,  thought  they  simply 
r were  embarked -on  a prank.  More 
likely  they  meant  real  harm  to  the 
governor  and  his  family. 

* In  any  case,  the  use  of  homemade 
firebombs  to  avenge,  or  protest,  or 
simply  to  make  trouble  has  become 
murderously  commonplace. 

It  doesn’t  matter  whether  the 
' bombs  are  aimed  at  the  governor  of 
; California,  the  Yugoslav  chancery  in 
;•  ’Washington,  the  headquarters  of  an 
Z anti-war  outfit  in  New  York,  a labor 


leader’s  home  in  Louisiana,  the  house 
of  a Negro  merchant  in  Mississippi,  • 
or  at  a church  in  Birmingham.  The 
motive  is  criminal  and  the  results 
often  lethal. 

Four  little  girls  died  in  the  bomb- 
ing of  the  church  here.  The  Negro 
merchant  in  Mississippi  also  was 


i ’ll  . J 


J-% 


Kinea,  in  me  ouier,  more  iev.eiu,  in- 
cidents, nobody  was  hurt,  but  that 
was  sheer  good  fortune  and  no  credit 
to  the  bomb-throwers. 

By  no  stretch  of  imagination  can 
any  of  this  come  under  the  head  of 
free  speech  or  airing  grievances.  It 
is  plain  viciousness. 

All  the  weapons  controls  in  the 
world  won’t  curb  this  type  of  crime. 
The  bombs  are  easily  made — a wild- 
eyed, radical  paper  in  New  York  sev- 
eral months  ago  published  a diagram 
of  how  to  do  it  with  a beer  bottle  and 
a little  gasoline. 

There  is  only  one  other  answer: 
Tough,  aggressive  police  work  and 
the  severest  possible  penalties,  not 
only  for  tossing  one  of  these  things, 
but  for  making  or  possessing  one.  '> 
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victims  to  be 
remembered 


./  Five  years  ago  Sunday,  four  , 
children  died  in  the  bombing 
of  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist 
church.  ■ . ; • .r' 


,.;>Now4  Birmingham  minis- 
ters, have  been  . incited  to 
participate  in  a memorial 
service  Sunday  in  observance  I 
of.Jhe  fifth  anniversary  of  the 
tragedy.  ^ 

Rev.  John  Porter,  paster  of 
Sixth  Avenue  Baptist  Church; 
said  the  memorial  service  was ' 
his  ‘‘own  bag,”  and  that  he  ; 
was  seeking  as  an  individual 
to  organize  the  service. 

Rev.  Mr.  Porter  also  called 
on  Mayor  George  Seibels  and 
the  Birmingham  City  Council 
to  proclaim  Sept.  15  as  “A 
Day  of  Remembrance”  for 
Birmingham. 

Though  plans  are  not  com- 


plete, Rev.  Mr.  Porter  said 
the  service  Avould  probably  be 
held  in  Kelly  Ingram  Park, 
across  from  the  church. 


THEN,  PARTICIPANTS 
will  lay  w:reaths  on  the  steps 
of  the  church,  at  City  Hall, 
and  at  the  graves  of.  the  four 
girls  killed  in  the  bombing. 

Though  Rev.  Mr.  Porter  did 
not  ask  official  endorsement 
from  the  ministers,  he  did  not 
ask  official  endorsement  from 
the  ministers,  he  did  express 
hope  that  - the  memorial  ser 
vice  would  be  ‘‘Interfaith' andm. 
interracial.” 


•;  1 r.a -j 'e  paqe  , name  of 
r.  o '.v  r , city  and  state,) 
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Mayor  , George  S e i b e 1 s ,* 
.Thursday  issued  a permit  to  ■' 
Negro  leaders  to  parade  Sun*  ^ 
day  in  memory  of  the  deaths"  • 
of  four  Negro  girls  killed  in  a .-> 
church  bombing  on  Sept.".  15/  - 
1863. 


' Jhe  permit,  issued  to  the 
Rev.  John  T.  Porter  of  the  A 
Sixth  Avenue  Baptist  Church/ 
says  ti;e  parade  will  begin  at.' 
the  . 16th  Street  Baptist 
Church,  scene  of  the  bombing,  * } 
^at  4 p.m.  Sunday,  and  end  at* 
City  Hall.  .*.  . 


Parade  marshal  will  be* 
^ Cl  a re  nee  Woods. 


According  to  Porter,  the  }■ 
reasons  for  the  '‘Day  of;/ 
Remembrance1’  are:  .•".  }vi 

..  . "To  remind  ourselves  of  the  >s 
tragedy  of  Sept.  15,  which 
grew  out  of  a deep  ’ racial ' 

: prejudice  that  permeated  our  b 
' ■ city  and'  still  exists  in  our  ;; 
*;  community.  Aby-’.v.  g 

“To  call  to  the f attention  of  / 
v-  Iaw  enforcement  officials  the  • J. 
fact  that  no  arrests  or  indict-  } 
merits  have  been  handed  down  J 
for  the  dastardly  act.  ’.  • ; ' A 

"To  cal!  forth  a spirit  of./f 
> -Tededieatzori  to  the. great  .task// 
of  reconciliation  which  still  ,A 
remains  between  men  of  all 


L of  re< 

\rernai> 

ijaces.’ 


w-wr^AM  ‘^-rAT- 


■ WR* 

•'i  r 


-350  (Rev.  7-1A-63) 


p|:; ; '■  • 

(Mount  Clipping  In  Space  Below) 


SjRve  years  ago,  on  Sept, 
four  Negro  girls  died  in  an 


ive  • i ears . £»Wil 

. •'■  • V$W..  :7Ts%?f$i  IMII  „ 

15,  1963,  "i  . the  importance  oi  its  being  lived 
explosion  "dignity  and  in  hope;  what  was  born? 

lh  St  mot  * twac  a ttpu/  Hpfi»rrni  nation  hv  black  and  £'■.&■  & •>:1\ 


tt^lflcLl  VVdS  A OUUUd/  UtKfl  «-wi  * - * I 

the  little  girls  were  attending  Sunday  Obviously  all  prejudice,  all  resent-, 
school.  . . . • jnent  was  not  erased.  Obviously  all  of=j 

*irs  not  Peasant  to  recall  that  ter-'  'our  problems  have  not  yet  been; 
rible  day.  But  it  is  impossible  not  to.  , solved.  But  there  has  been  progress- 
^Birmingham  did  not  murder  those  , — how  great,  one  only  need to  think, 
qhildren,  as  some  charged.  Neither  back  across  those  five  yearsj.o  see^  ■ 
flid  Birmingham  die  in  the  blast,  as  — ah  0f  Birmingham  can  remember 
ifcmejppedicted.  t.*^arid  mourn  four  children  this  day,  as, 

^But  something  did  die,  and  some-'  ’ painful  as  the  memory  may  be.  But.] 
thing  else  was  born;  and  that  is  why  " the  city  can  do  so  from  a vantage, 
Ms  possible  now,  five  years  later,  for  point  which  many— even  among  our  - 
Birmingham  to  see  a bright  future  . own  citizens— thought  Impossible  to, 
for  all  black  and  white,  against  the  attain;  it  can  do  so  in  confidence  that, 
backdrop  of  its  darkest  day.  ■ the  journey  which  has  brought  us  this  j. 

.,.  ^ far  is  not  by  any  means  ended,  and  ; 

fJjjiWhat  died  with  four  children  fo^  ,hat  our  direction  is  true  and  our  mo*? 

Whose  murderers  tne  *an:n  = mentum  steady.  d 

never  cease  was  the  idea  that  commu-  j 

rication  between  whites  and  blacks,  We  cannot  be  complacent— not  ever : 
between  citizens  and  government,  be-  complacent  But  we  can  be  thankful  ^ 
tween  all  segments  of  the  community  , .that  God  in  His  wisdom  and  mercy  ^ 
was  impossible  in  Birmingham,  and  fcas  shown  us  the  way  this  far,.  Godt); 

therefore  not  worth  trying  to  estab-  will  be  with  us  as  we  move  on,  if  we;^  v 

Ssh;  and  the  notion  that  Birmingham- ; invite  Him  to  sit  not  only  in  our. | 
couid  go  along  in  its  old  ways  and  churches  but  in  our  schools  and  our  '; 

some  day  everything  would  be  all  ^ business  offices  and  our  conferences, .1 

rioht  and  our  daily  lives,  to  remind  us  that  £ 

-.<■  ® J ...  — T_  _ £ .1  ~ ■ Ail*.1  * 

V WWS  born  was  a new  apprecia-  we  are,  eacn  us,  vm.  ±"\1TJl4 
tion  of  the  value  of  a human  life  and  brother^,^;^  > 
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An  estimated  700  marchers  McNair,  father  of  Denise1, 
paraded  from  Sixteenth  Street  • McNair,  one  of  the  girls  killed  ’. 
Baptist  Church  to  City  Hall  in  the  bombing.  ‘ 1 ^ 

here  Sunday  in  memory  of  \, 

four  children  killed  in  the  1553  ' “McNAIR  TOLD  marchers 

bombing  of  the  church.  , • that  as  long  as  the  murderers  . 

Memorial  services  for  the  ;/  responsible  for  the  1555  bomb-  . 

ing  roamed  the  streets,  no ". 
one's  children  are  safe. 
t-‘What  safer  place  could  a> 
father  find  to  take  his  little 
girl  and  expect  her  to  be  safe, 
than  to  his  church?”  asked  ./ 
McNair.  . , - \% 

Rev.  Calvin  W.  Woods,  min-  7 
ister  of  East  End  Baptist 
Church,  told  the  group  that  /! 
next  week  — “We're  going  to  >■ 
see  the  FBI  and  the  chief  of 
police,  and  even  the 'governor 
and  say:  'We  want,  action 

L C:  .L::2- 1 '. ?. 
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four  girls  were  held  on  the 

*r 

City  Hall  front  steps  with 
white  and  Negro  ministers 

5' 

participating. 

■lC 

Rev.  John  Porte r,  minister 

J ■%.- 

f>[  Sixth  Avenue  Baptist 

i?  ■ ■ 

Church  was  parade  marshal, 

m ' 

: and  one  of  the  principal 

Jfcr,frb"- 

1 speakers  at  the  memorial. 

y Clarence  Woods,  local  anti- 

\ povci*ty  official,  headed  the 

memorial  service  which  lasted 

S’  1 

^almost  an  hour.  Principle 

■Sr  - 

Speaker  w^s  Chris  “Mac” 

ivernor  j 
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\ fiiv  clalp  ^nd  fertpraT  invG- ? ^*RcV.  Charles  S*  SulUv'Sfl,  who^  v 

I u*i;»  “*■*•"  "•  ■ ' | — - - - 


The  father  of  one  of  four 
^facgro  girls  killed  in  the 


.Stigative  agencies  have  sought 
glut’s  to  the  bombing,  but  no 


Mfcombns  of  The  Sixteenth  prcCS’\^raf  'me 

^Street  Baptist  Church  in  i SPeakers  at  Sunday  S m6‘ 


has  taken  leave  of  absence  as 
a John  Carroll  High  School 
teacher  in  what  be  called  a 
symbolic  protest  against  the 


*£  Birmingham  five  years  ago 


morial  march  condemned  the  ; outdated  attitudes  of  Birm% 


■ , . lack  of  arrests  i i n g h a m - M o b lie  Diocese  * 

tSmSe  -v  m *"“*•  j "If  i'M  hi.  mm  im( : *rnmm ■mm,  i.  ™«>,; 

li-As' toT'as  j™  kt  the1®*  ,ive  ’r“rs  ■ae°  j,  J The  B...  Sulli».n  .polip.*  ; 

rguilty  run  free  " Chris  'vouId  take  lhree  weeks  or  a;  1°  the  marchers  for  ^ what  he  ■, 
StfcAfatr  told  shout  700  people  /month  To.  solve  this  hideous; ( said  was  the  church’s  appar^^ 

i crime  I --would  have  said  the!  I ent  unconcern  for  civil  ngnts^j 

person  who  tol£  me  did  not  ! in  Alabama*  . . . ^ri2 


(gathered  at  City  Hall  after  a 
-three-block  march  from  Six 


UHCe-UIULh  J 1 Lei  1 LI  L 1IUII1  OIX-  * . • ■ .•  - -l  , ,,  * - , 

teenLh  Street  B.mtist  Church.Aknow  what  he  was  ■ talking^.  The  Rev.  Calvin  Woods  told  , 

i i v~  1 — *■"  *" 


[your  child  is  no  safer  than|  |hout,  McNaii  said  in  his 
ine  was.”  f Phort>  emt>uonal  sPeech- 

i’-l 


Mrs.  McNair  placed  a four 
slfoot  cross  of  white  mums  at 
Ethe  door  of  City  Hall.  A 
larch  leader,  Clarence 
foods,  said  the  cross  was  put 
Ct- there  “because  thus  is  where 
Ethe  guilt  lies/' 


Another  speaker,  the  Rev. 
John  Thomas  Porter  of  Sixth 
Avenue  Baptist  Church,  said  a 
delegation  would  go  next 
week  to  police,  FBI  and  the 
governor , to  ask  for  a step-up 


; in  the  investigation. 
r The  marchers,  mostly 
,Ne-ro  walked  silently  four-/ 


J Eleven-  vcyr-oltl  Denise 

ifeS"  t*s« «-  * <*—  «* 

sd 


the  crowd  progress  had  been^ 
made  in  racial  relations  jflf.  * 
Birmingham  since  the  chaotic* 
Summer  of  1963*  ' * ' 

» -i- 

“We’ve  come  a long  way,”.; 
he  said,  “but  we  still  have  a 
long  way  to  go.’*  . • p , 

He  called  /or  better  employ-" 
,ment  opportunity  ior  ihe*>. 
f city’s  Negroes  and  asked  that  jj 
the  city  hire  more  Negroj? 
^poUcemen.  -c  • 


ffvhcn  a bomb  blast  ripped 
hrough  the  church  basement 
'•  fvhere  they  were  in  Sunday 
A School.  . 

>Vv.  Two  Negroes  were  killed  by 
police  in  the  afternoon  'of 
; racial  disturbances  - that  fob 


the  bombing,  and  23 


Were  arrested.  Gov.  George  C, 
V Wall  ace  sent  309  state  troop- 
ers to  Birmingham,  at  the 
■ request  of  Mayor  Albert  Bout- 
well,  and  offered  a $500  re- 


; ward. 
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• MEMORIAL  MARCH  — About  700  ‘people 
f "marched  in  silence  Sunday  from  Sixteenth-Street  Bcp- 
g-'.tist  Church  to  Birmingham  City  Hall,  marking  the 
ifth  anniversary  of  the  death  of  four  young  girls 


killed  when  the  church  was  bombed  Sunday  morning,. 
Sept.  15,  1963.  (Story,  Page  5)*  (Post-Herald  staff 
photo  by  Joe  Chapman).  • 
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Memorial 


..  Five  years  ago  Sunday  four  ,irre- V 12  per  cent  of  the  population,  tne  ,. 
replaceable  little  girls  were  killed  in  an  Negro  is  five  times  as  likely  as  tbe  j 
? explosion  at  a church  a few  'blocks'  /.white  to  be  murdered.  ’ V;M>‘'- ■".,£} 
: ’from  City  Hall.  1 ? VVnen'a  Negro  speaker  calls  for  law  / 

i:  On  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the  , and  order  in  the  community  and  hears  * 

. . ■■  > 1 _ ^ A A — - _ _ wi  ^ I-  Vi  ! . n 1 1 r/%  A,1^  k XT  n tvA  A 1 AT"!  f \7  A “f  Vl  1C  • 

■'irageti y more  man  ouu  persons  ii;ei  ms  uii^cvuhucu  ^jr  a mfljvnv;  ^ 

0 at  The  church  then  marched  to  Wood-  • audience  there  is  nothing  vague  in  the  , 
row' Wilson  Park  to  hold  a service  in  use  of  the  words.  He  is  asking  for  * 
front  of  City  Hall.  - - protection  against  those  who  would  V 

:y 1 . principal  theme  of  the  service  destroy  him  and  his  children.  also  .. 
:,  was  a call  for  law  and  order.  . Vis  asking  that  justice  be  done  in  the  . 

v:  in  the  vocabularies  of  some  candi-,  name  of  those  who  have  been  de- 

dates  for  office  the  words  law  and  ’ stroyed. 


order  recently  have  grown  bigger  and 
louder.  Regardless  of  disclaimers  by 
the  candidates  their  listeners  under- 


stand very  well  that  the  words  as  now 


used  mean  something  altogether  dif- 
ferent from  them  dictionary  defini- 
tions, something  ugly,  something  vio- 
lent, something  threatening  to  a large 


In  the  five  years  since  the  bomb 
went  off  at  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  - 
Church  there  has  been  no  arrest  for  f 

+ Vi althmlhh  local. 

tlic  LjUUU  \ CAJm'I'--  niu*  Mkiii^v^Q- ^ ' r 

state  and  federal  officers  have  been-: 
supposed  to  be  investigating. 

Admittedly  it  is  more  difficult  to  : 
uncover  the  criminal  whose  deed  de-  j 


i segment  of  our  pconlc.  'They  do  not  " stroys  much  of  the  evidence  than  it  is  ^ 
rirT  true  * ’.to  charge  with  auto  theft  the  person 

;i  * . On  Sunday  thev  rang  true  indeed.'  caught  driving  somebody  else  s car.^ 
"fUsed  by  mostly  Negro  speakers  to  a v;  But  our  peace  officers  are  paid  to>, 
mostly  Negro  audience  gathered  to  tackle  and  accomplish  the  hard  jobs  i 

honor  four  Xegro  girls  they  were  a along  with  the  eas>.  — . • g < 

■ , ...  - TVio  -Father  whrt  ln<it  hit;  nnlv  child"  . 

•.  reminder  mar  or  an  uiv  t *-«»*.-■  _ ”**«  ^ ~"Y~  : 

;■  communities,  the  Negro  community  in  the  bombing  points  out  that  tne..; 

has  suffered  longest  and  crudest  ~ guilty  have  been  brought  to  justice  v 

" from  a lack  of  law  and  order  in  our  for  similar  outrages  elsewhere.  He  is .... 

, ;flY>‘v  r Urn  entitled,  to  an  answer  when  he  asks.: 

1 Of  all  Americans  the  black  Ameri-"  why  there  has  been  no  action  here;  ■ u 

' can  aiuays  has  been  least  secure' in  ■ - Every  parent  can  understand  him  j 

his  person  and  in  his  property.  No . ; when  he  declares  that  so  long  as  those  ^ 

other  .American  has  a bigger  stake  in  ■ ^ who  destroyed  the  four  children  five  , 

the  establishment  and  observation  of  1 years  ago  remain  free,  no  children  in 

Maw  and  order.  • "'  . .V'the  community  are  safe.  j.  •. 

i — j ..j.  ...  a : ! A-n/4  Dxtorv  fMtT>f>n  annum  atJOrfiCiatfi  1 

Tne  most  recent  report  on  m n«u-  ■ . j - 

* can  crime  by  the  Federal  Bureau  of  • •.that,  when  the  father '.calls  for  law  and...: 
Investigation  shows  that  of  all  the'  order  he  is  calling  for  the  real  thing  / 


persons  murdered  in  this  country  last. : —unbiased  enforcement  of  equal  law y 

^ ^ . . i kirarl  nn  ill  ICQr 


W year  53  per  cent  of  the  victims  were  and  an  order  firmly  based  on  justu^r  ^ 
vNcttous-  Making  up  something  like,  for.  every  citizen.  t :,.h 
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By  Frank  Sikora 

News  Staff  writer 


MONTGOMERY  — At  the  Civil  Rights  Memo- 
rial  here  Wednesday,  someone  placed  a single 
white  rose  in  the  thin  sheet  of  shimmering  water. 

The  rose  rested  next  to  the  name  of  Willie  Ed- 
wards, one  of  the  more  than  30  people  who  died  in 
the  civil  rights  movement  in  the  South  during  the 

1 QSOc  and  ’RHc 

* 1/  LF  v J UL1M  W V*J, 

The  unsolved  1957  murder  of  Edwards.  25,  an 
obscure  truck  driver  with  a wife  and  three  child- 
ren, returned  to  the  forefront  with  the  revelation 
that  a former  Ku  Klux  Klansman  reportedly  made 
a deathbed  confession  to  his  wife  about  the  case. 

Now,  the  Montgomery  County  district  attorney's 
office  says  the  case  could  be  reopened  if  new  evi- 
dence is  found. 

Bill  Mayer,  chief  deputy  of  the  Montgomery 
County  District  Attorney's  office,  on  Wednesday 
said  the  office  is  reviewing  the  case  but  has  not 
launched  a new  investigation 

l!At  this  point  all  we  know  is  what  we’ve  read  in 
the  newspapers/’  he  said.  “However*  if  we  get 
some  more  information,  then  it  could  be  that  we 
would  look  at  reopening  it/r 

Edwards  was  stopped  by  several  white  men  on 
the  night  of  Jan  23,  1957,  and  ordered  at  gunpoint 
to  jump  from  the  Tyler  Goodwyn  bridge  into  the 
Alabama  River. 

His  body  was  found  three  months  later  in  Low-  , 
ndes  County. 

The  widow  of  a former  Klan  member  last  week 
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Rose  adorns  Civil  Rights  Memorial  space  dedicated  to  Willie  Edwards, 


said  her  husband  confessed  to  leading  six  other 
mAn  ir>  tKa  nigfrtrider  murder 

Henry  Alexander,  61,  died  in  December  1992, 
several  weeks  after  allegedly  making  the 
statement  to  his  wife,  Diane  Alexander. 

She  also  said  her  husband  was  an  FBI  infor- 
mant., 

Mayer  said  it  is  not  dear  whether  Alexander 
named  other  people  in  the  abduction. 

"There  would  be  legal  questions  as  to  the  admis- 
sibility in  court,”  he  said,  “and  we  would  likely 
have  to  have  a judicial  inquiry  on  the  issue.  This  is 
a little  different  from  a person  telling  police  some- 

4-  <S  ■£ 

thing  from  the  deathbed/1 

Morris  Dees,  director  of  the  Southern  Poverty 
Law  Center  and  representing  Edwards’  survivors, 
has  asked  the  FBI  to  furnish  all  documents  per- 
taining to  Alexander's  role  in  the  civil  rights  mov- 
mentr  that  began  in  Montgomery  when  blacks  boy- 
cotted segregated  buses  in  late  1955. 

The  Supreme  Court  in  December  1956  upheld  a 
lower  court  ruling  handed  down  by  federal  judges 
Frank  M.  Johnson  Jr.  and  Richard  Rives,  declar- 
ing segregation  unconstitutional. 

Removing  racial  barriers  on  the  buses  set  off  a 
wave  of  bombings  and  sniping  incidents,  including 
the  bombing  of  the  home  of  boycott  leader  the 
Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

Dees  said  he  has  been  told  Alexander  may  ha/e 
been  involved  in  bombing  King's  home. 


Edwards,  who  took  no  part  in  the  protest,  appar- 

pntlv  was  nicked  at  ranHnm  hu  TClnn  momhArQ  an- 

gry  about  the  desegregation  orders. 

In  1976,  a man  named  Raymond  Britt  told  inves- 
tigators that  he  and  several  other  men  took  part  in 
the  incident,  and  Attorney  General  Bill  Baxley  ob- 
tained indictments  against  them. 


Alexander  was  one  of  four  men  indicted  on  a 
murder  charge 

But  Montgomery  Circuit  Judge  Frank  Embry 
dismissed  the  indictments  because  they  did  not 
specify  a cause  of  death.  Baxley  did  not  seek  new 

UiUl^uuciUS, 


He  later  said  the  FBI  told  him  Alexander  had 
been  an  informant  in  the  1950s,  and  asked  that  he 
be  given  “consideration.” 

Another  man  who  had  been  indicted  in  1976, 
William  Kyle  “Sonny”  Livingston,  a Montgomery 
bail  bondsman  now  age  55,  said  Wednesday  he  was 
told  in  1969  that  Alexander  was  an  FBI  informant. 

“It  didn't  mean  anything  to  me,”  he  said.  “I  was 
never  in  the  Klan.  But  Fve  been  persecuted  over 
this  (Edwards)  case  for  years,  I was  only  18  when 
that  happened,  and  I wasn't  there.  Z hung  around 
with  some  people  who  were  in  the  Klan,  but  I 
wasn’t  a member.” 


Britt  later  recanted  and  said  Livingston  was  not 
present  when  Edwards  was  forced  to  jump  from 
the  bridge. 
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MONTGOM- 
ERY  — They 
called  him  “Moo- 
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seemed  to  fit  his 
small  stature  — 
5-feet-S,  150  pounds. 

But  today,  the  shadow  of  Willie 
Edwards,  24,  continues  to  haunt  Ala- 
bama, a state  which  was  a strong- 
hold of  Ku  Klux  Klan  activity. 

Edwards,  who  was  black,  died  the 
night  of  Jan.  23,  1957,  when  a group 
of  white  men  abducted  him  and 


fnrcfiH  him  to  himn  from  the  Tvler 
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Goodwyn  Bridge  in  Montgomery,  ac- 
cording to  indictments  and 
statements  given  in  the  case. 

Additional  details  about  Edwards’ 
death  have  emerged  since  Diane  Al- 
exander, the  wife  of  Klan  member 


Henry  Alexander,  revealed  two 
weeks  ago  that  her  husband  con- 
fessed to  the  deed  as  he  lay  near 
death  last  December. 

She  also  said  her  husband  had 
worked  for  the  FBI  as  an  informant. 

Alexander’s  first  wife,  Edna,  who 
was  married  to  him  when  the  Ed- 
wards incident  took  place,  had  given 
investigators  a statement  in  1976 

i r-n  Vi  or  VnieVi^nr^  in  thp  ITHir- 
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der. 

kiEdna  was  one  of  my  informants 
on  Klan  activity/'  said  Jack  Shows, 
a former  Montgomery  detective  and 
later  chief  investigator  for  then-At- 
torney  General  Bill  Baxiey. 

Shows  said  Edna  Alexander 
talked  to  him  in  early  1976  and  men- 
tioned a missing  Winn-Dixie  truck 


driver 
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He  said  that  was  the  first  he  had 
heard  of  it. 

She  also,  like  Diane  Alexander, 
said  that  Alexander  had  been  an  FBI 
informant. 

Morris  Dees  of  the  Southern  Pov- 
erty Law  Center  in  Montgomery  is 
representing  Edwards'  survivors 
and  has  asked  the  FBI  to  open  its 

files  on  Alexander. 

“The  family  wants  to  know  how 
much  the  FBI  knew  about  him  (Al- 
exander) and  if  he  was  working  for 
them  when  this  happened/'  Dees 
said. 

Dees  said  Alexander  also  was  in- 
dicted, but  never  tried,  for  a number 
of  bombings  in  Montgomery  during 
the  civil  rights  movement.  He  said  it 
raises  questions  whether  the  FBI 
was  “running  interference”  for  him. 

Shows,  who  was  a Montgomery 
detective  in  1957,  said  he  stayed  in 
close  contact  with  FBI  agents  dur- 
ing the  turbulent  ’50s  and  ’60s. 

“I  don't  believe  they  would  have 
put  anyone  up  to  do  something  vio- 
lent/’ he  said.  "Most  of  the  FBI 
agents  who  were  here  in  those  days 
have  retired  or  have  died/’ 

Spencer  Robb,  the  agent  in  charge 
of  the  Montgomery  office,  has  re- 
tired and  moved  out  of  the  state. 

In  her  statement  to  Shows  in  1976, 
Edna  Alexander  said  her  husband 
and  three  others  came  to  the  house 
that  night  in  1957  and  bragged  about 
the  event. 


“They  came  back,  they  were 
laughing  and  were  saying  something 

O K/\l  I f O m Cj  n m di  Lr  in  rr  o nOCC  of 

uuvu^  u ii'-.gixy  Jiiwu  iimiuug  u jywoo  ut 

a white  woman,  and  I heard  one  of 
them  say  he  will  never  make  a pass 
at  another  white  women  ...  I asked 
them,  ‘Did  ya’all  harm  that  man'*' 
and  they  said,  ‘No,  he  just  jumped 
off  the  river  bridge/  ” 

One  man  named  in  the  statement, 
Raymond  Britt,  agreed  to  testify  for 
the  state  when  Baxley  obtained  in- 
dictments against  them.  Britt  gave  a 
chilling  account  of  the  night  Ed- 
wards  was  forced  to  jump  to  his 
death. 

In  his  statement,  Britt  said  Alex- 
ander was  driving  and  they  were 
looking  for  a black  man  who  drove  a 
Winn-Dixie  truck  and  had  made  a 
suggestive  statement  to  a white 


woman. 

Britt  said  they  saw  a truck  parked 
along  Lower  Wetumpka  Road  and  a 


Britt  said  m the  statement: 


black  man  was  inside,  apparently 

rpaHina  the*  Ine  hook  hv  the  dame 

* ~ j — ' 

light.  He  said  the  men  got  out  of  the 
car  and  approached  the  truck  with 
guns  drawn  and  told  the  driver  to  get 
out. 

He  was  forced  into  the  car  and 
me v began  riding  He  denied  miking 
m a white  wm nyn 


"The  driver  was  verv  frightened 

__  - - “ - V O 

and  pleaded  with  us  not  to  harm  him 
The  driver  was  sobbing  and  begging 
for  his  life.  As  we  approached  the 
bridge.  (Blank)  and  Alexander  told 
him  that  we  were  going  to  throw  him 
in  the  river  if  he  didn’t  tell  us  the 
truth.  I also  told  the  driver  that  we 
were  going  to  throw  him  in  the 
river/' 

They  stopped  on  the  bridge  and  or- 
dered Eilw  ards  out,  slapping  him  and 
shoving  him  about  Then  or.e  cf  them 


pointed  a gun  at  Edwards  and  told 
him  to  "'hit  the  water/’ 


Britt  said  Edwards  climbed  onto 
the  railing  and  jumped  off.  +T  re- 
member that  he  screamed  on  the 
way  down  to  the  water/’  the 
statement  said.  Two  fishermen  found 

th*  ram.inc  r,f  FS  tir'lrHc  in  T /xa'ni'fpt 
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County  three  months  after  the  inci- 
dent. 


The  Alabama  River  had  been  in 
flood  stage,  and  the  body  w’as  caught 
on  some  low -hanging  tree  limbs.  Ed- 

V ' 

wards’  drivers  license  was  still  in  the 
clothing 


That  mght  had  been  his  first  to 
drive  for  Winn-Dixie,  he  was  called 
in  qc  a ciihctitntp  for  the  rpcml.ar 

lit  u«j  u w j wfc  vv*  * V*  w -*  ■ 

driver,  also  black,  who  made  Hie  run 
to  Sylacauga. 

In  1976,  Alexander.  Britt.  Sonny 
Kyle  Livingston  and  J.D.  York  were 
indicted  on  murder  charges  by  Bax- 
ley, but  a state  judge  said  the  indict- 
ment did  not  cite  a cause  of  death, 
and  dismissed  them. 

It  was  then  that  the  FBI  told  Bax- 
ley that  Alexander  had  worked  for 
the  agency  and  asked  for  considera- 
tion. 


t 
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FBI  Director  Louis  Freeh  plans  to 
order  a review  of  the  agency's  ac- 
tions in  the  failed  prosecution  of  Ku 
KIux  Klan  members  who  in  1957 
forced  a black  man  to  jump  to  his 
death  from  a bridge  in  Montgomery. 

The  statement,  which  Montgom- 
ery civil  rights  lawyer  Morris  Dees 
characterizes  as  “carefully 
worded/'  originally  was  made  to 
NBC  News  in  a segment  on  Wednes- 
day night  s No w newsmagazine  pro- 


gram. 

That  show  united  Diane  Alexan- 
der of  Montgomery,  whose  dying 
Klansman  husband  confessed  his 
role  in  the  1957  death  of  Willie  Ed- 
wards, and  Sarah  Salter  of  Buffalo, 
N.Y.,  who  was  Edwards’  pregnant 
wife  when  he  died.  The  women,  sit- 
ting together  in  a studio  with  host 
Katie  Couric,  were  in  tears  after 
watching  a segment  on  their  hus- 
bands. 

Mrs.  Salter  said  she  was  relieved 
to  know,  after  36  years  of  wondering, 
what  happened  to  her  husband  Mrs 
Alexander  said  she  was  nervous 
about  meeting  Mrs.  Salter,  "but  it 
felt  good.” 

The  women’s  lives  were  linked  af- 
ter Mrs.  Alexander  recently  wrote 
Mrs  Salter  to  describe  what  her 
husband,  Henry  Alexander,  said 

ViannontiH  TTAw  o rr\  c J-J  & nnnfnocDiH 
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that  he  and  others  picked  Edwards 
at  random,  accused  him  of  talking  to 
a white  woman,  took  him  to  a bridge 
over  the  Alabama  River  and  told 
him  to  “hit  the  water  ” Edwards 
jumped  His  body  was  found  three 
months  later 

In  1976,  Alexander  and  three  oth- 


ers were  indicted  on  murder 
charges  in  the  case,  but  charges 
were  dropped.  Officially,  the  case 
was  dropped  because  the  indictment 
didn’t  mention  a specific  cause  of 
death. 

On  behalf  of  Mrs.  Salter  and  her 
three  children,  Dees  has  asked 
Freeh  to  release  all  documents  per- 
taining to  Alexander. 

“Director  Freeh  has  ordered  an 
inquiry  into  whether  or  not  anyone  in 
the  FBI  attempted  to  intervene"  in 
the  Alexander  case,  FBI  spokesman 
Mike  Kortan  told  The  Birmingham 
News  Wednesday  night. 

“The  FBI  will  respond  as 
promptly  as  possible  to  Willie  Ed- 
wards’ family  for  information  on  the 
case,”  Kortan  said. 

Mrs.  Salter  said  she  believed  at 
first  that  her  husband  may  have 
simply  taken  off  for  California,  “be- 
cause he  always  wanted  to  go 
there  " After  his  body  was  found, 
she  realized  he’d  been  killed,  she 
said.  * ! 

“But  I learned  the  truth,  and  I 

just  don’t  know  what  to  sayT  or  what 

to  do,  but  I’m  so  glad  that  it’s  over" 

and  it's  off  my  mind  now  and  I know1 

that  he's  resting,  but  it  is  hard.” 

* _ - - - 0» 

Mrs.  Salter  told  Ms.  Couric. 

She  said  she  felt  sorry  for  Henry 
Alexander. 

“1  really  think  that  living  with  so 
much  guilt  on  your  mind  is  the  hard- 
est thing  in  this  world  to  do,  but  in 
the  end,  he  had  to  tell  somebody  so 
they  could  tell  me."  Mrs.  Salter 
said. 

Mrs.  Alexander  said  she  admired 
Mrs.  Salter.  “She  picked  up  the 
pieces  and  weni  on,”  Mrs.  Alexan- 
der said.  Mrs.  Alexander  said  she 

slept  better  now  that  she  has  shared 
her  husband’s  secret. 

Mrs.  Alexander  told  Ms.  Couric 
:hat  her  hometown  newspaper  was 
writing  about  “all  the  money  I m 
supposed  to  be  getting  fcr  telling  my 
stcryT  The  Montgomery  Adver- 
tiser reported  Wednesday  that  tele- 
vision shows  and  movie  producers 
would  be  willing  to  pay  Mrs.  Alexan- 
der thousands  to  talk  to  interview 
ner  or  receive  rights  to  film  her 
store. 

■r 

It  wasn't  my  story,  it  was  He r.r y s 
siorv,  and  1 have  not  received  a dime 
from  anybody."  Mrs.  Alexander  said. 
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From  SUiff  and  Press  Reports 

MONTGOMERY  — The  brother  of  a for- 
mer Klu  Klux  Klansman  implicated  in  a 
1957  racial  slaying,  said  his  brother  also  had 
claimed  he  participated  in  the  1963  bombing 
of  a Birmingham  church  that  took  the  lives 
of  four  black  girls. 

Sonny  Alexander  told  a Montgomery  tele- 
vision Ration  yesterday  that  his  brother, 
Henry  Alexander,  had  claimed  he  took  part 


r 


in  the  bombing  of  the  Sixteenth  Street  Bap- 
tist Church  on  Sept.  15, 1963. 

^ Alexander  said  his  brother,  a former 
Klansman  who  died  of  lung  cancer  last  year, 
also  confessed  to  the  killing  of  a black  man 
in  Elba  in  the  mid-1950s.  “They  put  him  in  a 
barrel  and  rolled  him  down  a hill,"  Alexan- 
der told  WSFA-TV.  “They  drove  nails  in  the 
barrel  and  he  was  dead  when  they  went  to 
let  him  out  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill” 

“It  seems  that  a very  few  guys  in  the  Klan 
did  most  of  the  dirty  deeds  and  Alexander 
was  one  of  them/’  said  Morris  Dees,  director 
of  the  Southern  Poverty  Law  Center,  a group 
that  monitors  and  opposes  the  Klan 

“We  always  knew  that  (convicted  bomber 
Robert)  Chambliss  didn’t  bomb  the  Six- 
teenth Street  Church  alone/’  he  added.  “So  it 
just  seems  logical  that  Alexander  was  an- 
other rat  in  that  pack." 
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Sonny  Alexander  says  his  brother  also  ad- 
mitted to  being  part  of  a group  that  killed 
Willie  Edwards  Jr.  in  1957,  but  he  says  he 
doubts  his  brother  confessed  to  the  killing  on 
his  deathbed.  Henry  Alexander’s  widow,  Di- 
ane Alexander,  has  claimed  her  husband 
confessed  to  the  killing  before  he  died. 

But  Sonny  Alexander  said  his  brother  was 
only  part  of  the  group  that  forced  Edwards 
to  jump  off  a bridge.  He  said  another  man 


was  responsible  for  the  actual  killing. 

“I  don't  believe  he  made  a deathbed  con- 
fession at  all/'  said  Sonny  Alexander,  who 
said  he  granted  the  interview  to  clear  his 
family’s  name  of  the  Edwards  slaying. 

Mrs.  Alexander  wrote  to  Edwards’  family 
telling  them  of  her  husband's  deathbed  con- 
fession. Edwards'  widow,  Sarah  Salter  of 
Buffalo,  N.Y.,  appeared  with  Mrs.  Alexan- 
der on  a national  TV  program  Wednesday. 
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FBI  officials  from  Washington  will  be  in 
Montgomery  next  week  to  begin  inquiry  into 
the  ever-widening  case  of  a Ku  KIux  Kian- 
sman  whose  brother  has  implicated  him  in  the 
bombing  of  the  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist 
Church  30  years  ago. 

Henry  Alexander,  61,  who  died  in  Decem- 
ber, has  been  linked  by  family  members  and 
court  records  to  two  racial  murders,  several 
bombings  and  a sniping  incident.  He  has  also 
been  identified  as  an  FBI  informant. 

It  began  when  his  common-law  wife,  Diane 
Alexander,  told  Montgomery  television  station 
WSFA  that  her  terminally  ill  husband  con- 
fessed in  December  that  he  had  taken  part  in 


the  death  of  a black  truck 
driver,  Willie  Edwards,  24, 
in  1957. 

Edwards  was  forced  at 
gunpoint  to  jump  from  a 
bridge  into  the  Alabama 
River.  His  body  was  found  three  months  later. 

In  a new  twist,  an  older  brother,  identified 
by  WSFA  as  “Sonny'-  Alexander,  said  Henry 
Alexander  told  him  of  other  incidents,  includ- 
ing: 

■ Being  “involved-"  in  the  bombing  of  Six- 
teenth Street  Baptist  Church  in  Birmingham 
on  Sept.  IS,  1963,  which  killed  four  black  girls. 

■ The  torture  murder  of  a black  man  in  Cof- 
fee County  in  the  1950s;  in  that  case,  the  vic- 
tim was  placed  in  a barrel  in  which  nails  were 
driven,  then  rolled  down  a hill. 

Efforts  to  reach  “Sonny”  Alexander  were 
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unsuccessful. 

Bob  Eddy,  lead  investigator  for  then-Attor- 
ney  General  Bill  Baxley’s  probe  into  the  Bir- 
mingham church  bombing  in  1977,  said  Alex- 
ander was  not  a prominent  suspect  in  the  case. 

“I  know  of  nothing  that  connects  him  with 
the  church  bombing/1  he  said.  “There  were  a 
lot  of  names  and  a lot  of  people  questioned. 
But  I’m  not  really  surprised  by  anything  a 
Klan  member  might  say.’1 
In  October  1988,  Gary  A.  Tucker,  a termi- 
nally ill  patient  at  the  VA  Hospital  in  Tusca- 

livico  tn  lrl  ortontc  thpf  Vifi  hciH  hnmhpcl 
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Birmingham  church  and  named  an  accom- 
plice. But  an  inquiry  by  state  and  federal 
agents  indicated  the  claim  was  full  of  contra- 
dictions and  impossibilities.  Tucker  died  in 
January  1989. 

Morris  Dees,  founder  and  chief  trial  counsel 


for  the  Southern  Poverty  Law  Center,  who  is 
representing  Edwards’  survivors,  said  he 
wants  to  know  at  what  point  Alexander  be- 
came an  FBI  informant.  Dees  said  he  was  con- 
tacted by  FBI  officials  in  Washington,  who 
want  to  talk  to  him  when  they  come  to  Mont- 
gomery next  week. 

Dees  said  Alexander  might  have  been  in- 
volved in  the  Jan.  30,  1956,  bombing  of  the 
home  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr,,  who  had 
emerged  as  the  leader  of  the  Montgomery  bus 
boycott. 

Dees  said  there  were  also  four  Montgomery 
churches  and  two  homes  bombed  on  the  night 
of  Jan.  10,  1957,  and  a Klansman  who  was  ar- 
rested gave  a statement  that  Alexander  was 
involved. 


"All  this  was  before  Willie  Ed- 
wards was  killed/'  he  said. 

Alexander  also  was  arrested  and 
indicted  on  a charge  of  placing  a 
bomb  at  King’s  home  that  did  not 
detonate,  as  well  as  shooting  a pistol 
into  an  integrated  bus  and  wounding 
a pregnant  black  woman.  But  he  was 
never  convicted. 

“We  re  looking  into  the  allegation 
about  the  barrel  killing/’  Dees  said. 
“But  I think  it  is  also  interesting 
about  the  claim  that  Alexander  was 
involved  in  the  Birmingham  church 
bombing.” 

In  1976  Alexander  and  three  other 
men  were  indicted  as  a result  of 
Baxleys  investigation  on  murder 
charges  in  Edwards’  death. 

The  indictments  were  brought  af- 
ter Alexander’s  first  wife,  Edna,  told 
of  hearing  her  husband  and  other 
men  bragging  about  making  the 
truck  driver  jump  into  the  river. 


One  of  the  indicted  men,  Ray- 
mond Britt,  also  gave  a statement 
about  the  incident,  saying  Alexander 
ted  the  expedition. 

The  cases  were  thrown  out  by  a 
state  judge,  Frank  Embry  of  Pell 
City,  who  said  the  cause  of  death 
was  not  cited.  - 

Baxley  said  recently  he  tyas  told 
at  that  time  by  the  FBI  that  Alexan- 
der had  been  an  informant  for  the 
agency  and  said  he  was  asked  to 
show  “consideration  ” 

At  the  time,  Baxley  had  launched 
lr$  investigation  into  the  Birming- 
ham church  bombing  case,  and  was 
leaning  heavily  on’  FBI  documents 
and  assistance  to  prepare  the  case, 
which  resulted  in  a Klansman,  Rob- 
ert Chambliss  of  Birmingham,  going 
to  prison  for  murder.  • .*  v 

Both  of  Alexanders'  wives  said  he 
was  an  FBI  informant,  but  the  FBI 
has  neither  confirmed  nor  denied 
that  Alexander  worked  for  the 
agency. 
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Explosion  was  followed 
by  sound  of  breaking  glass 


By  Frank  Sikora 

News  staff  writer 


He  was  sitting  at  a table,  listening 
to  someone  reading  the  Scriptures 
when  suddenly  the  chandelier 
crashed  an  the  table 

Almost  at  the  same  split  second, 
there  was  a boom  followed  by  glass 
shattering 

James  S Goodson  recalls  that 
someone  said 

“What  happened'"' 

And  someone  else  replied 

‘‘A  bomb 

Goodson,  now  73.  a retired  school 
principal,  was  in  the  men’s  Sunday 
School  class  that  morning  of  Sept 
L5,  1963.  when  the  Sixteenth  Street 
Baptist  Church  was  bombed 

The  historic  church,  a gathering 
place  for  civil  rights  rallies  in  the 
spring  when  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
led  marches,  had  been  the  target  of 
threats  in  the  past.  But  on  that 
morning  the  threat  blew  into  a 
deadly  reality. 

“I  remember  after  we  got  up  from 


the  table  tnat  everyone  was  trying 
to  get  out,”  Goodson  said  “We  went 
to  the  back  door  and  I remember 
seeing  the  steps  had  been  blown  into 
a level  position  and  I knew  we 
couldn't  get  out  that  way.”  Then,  he 
said,  he  and  the  other  men.  and 
some  other  adults  and  children  who 
were  in  the  main  part  of  the  church, 
began  hurrying  out  the  front  door. 

"There  were  people  everywhere 

orwl  " Vio  ‘“Thflt  what 
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surprised  me.  I kept  wondering  how 
had  the  police  got  there  so  fast 
They  already  bad  a rope  thrown 
about  the  place.” 

It  was  then  that  he  became  aware 
that  there  wrere  probably  fatalities. 

Four  girls  died  in  the  blast,  and 
about  20  other  people  were  injured 

"Mv  car  was  badly  damaged,” 
Goodson  said.  “I  had  parked  in  on 
the  16th  Street  side,  right  where  the 
bomb  had  been  placed.” 

The  spot  of  the  bomb  was  deter- 
mined to  be  against  or  just  under 
some  concrete  steps  leading  to  a 
back  door. 

“I  had  walked  right  over  it  when  I 
had  arrived  at  about  9:30  or  so,”  he 
said. 


r\ 


Cilia  uemana,  one  of  the  Sunday 
School  teachers,  had  suffered  a bad 
cut  and  Goodson  remembers  some- 
how getting  the  car  to  run. 

“I  was  dragging  a bumper  and 
had  to  ware  the  door  shut,  but  I got 
her  to  the  hospital,”  he  said. 

He  was  there  when  two  of  the 
girls  were  brought  in,  sheets  cover- 
ing them. 

“The  doctor  would  raise  it  and 

say,  -DOA;  ” 

In  1977,  Alabama  Attv.  Gen.  Bill 
Baxley,  who  had  been  looking  into 
the  bombing  for  several  years,  got  a 
murder  conviction  against  a Ku 
Klux  Klan  member,  Robert  Chamb- 
liss, then  73. 

Although  the  bombing  caused 
some  members  to  leave  the  church, 
Goodson  still  belongs. 

It  did  bring  a change  in  Birming- 
ham, he  said.  . 

“White  people  who  had  been  al- 
most afraid  to  speak  to  me  before 
would  talk  to  me  and  say  something 
like,  Tm  sorry  about  what  happened 
at  the  church/  But  it  was  such  a ter- 
rible price.” 
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Goodson  now  lives  in  the  Birmingham  area  once  known  as  ‘Dynamite  Hilt.'  He  was  in  the 
men's  Sunday  school  class  when  the  bomb  exploded. 
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The  bombing  of  Sixteenth  Street 
Baptist  Church  was  the  worst  in  a 
string  of  Birmingham  bombings  that 
occurred  during  the  civil  rights 
movement,  as  white  extremists 
tried  to  hair  black  appeals  for  equal- 
ity 

The  home  of  attorney  Arthur 


vShores  was  bombed  three  times  as 


was  xSetnto  baptist  LRUfCll.  in  one  oi 
the  Bethel  bombings.  Dec  14,  1 962. 


two  infants  in  nearby  houses  were 
injured  by  flying  glass  About  10 
children  were  in  the  church  re- 
hearsing for  a Christmas  play  when 
it  detonated;  none  were  hurt. 


There  were  33  racially  motivated 
bombings  that  occurred  in  the  city- 
in  the  period  1940  to  1963. 


As  a result  of  information  gained 
by  the  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist 
Church  bombing  investigation,  Ala- 
bama Atty.  Gen.  Bill  Baxley  was 
able  to  bring  Georgia  white  suprem- 
acist J B.  Stoner  to  trial.  He  wras 
convicted  of  bombing  the  Bethel 
Baptist  Church  in  1958.  Other  bomb- 
ings. all  unsolved,  included: 

■ The  A.G  Gaston  Motel  in  Mav 
1963. 
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■ The  home  of  A D.  King,  the 
brother  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr 

■ The  firebombing  of  the  home  of 
A.G.  Gaston 

■ A “shrapnel"  bomb  that  was 
discharged  along  Center  Street  on 
Sept  25.  1963.  A smaller  charge 
went  off.  followed  15  minutes  later 
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nails  and  clutch  plates,  No  one  was 
hurt  It  was  the  last  bombing  of  that 


era 


Whites,  too,  who  had  tried  to  bring 
about  racial  harmony,  faced  threats 
in  those  times. 


Sid  Smyer  III  was  10  in  1963  and 
has  vivid  memories  of  that  trying 
year. 

His  grandfather.  Sid  Smyer,  was 

r\r  H Dnt  r»F  RiTminah^m  Hnm. 

pi  coiyeuv  vi  cue.  uu  h migiiutii  vuqiil 

ber  of  Commerce  and  was  one  of  the 
white  leaders  who  had  met  with 
President  Kenned”  and  with  civil 


rights  groups  to  try  to  bring  racial" 
harmony  to  the  city. 

Said  the  younger  Smyer:  "I  think 
one  of  the  focal  points  of  my  growing 
up  was  the  night  we  were  awakened 
after  midnight,  and  still  in  our  paja- 
mas, went  to  my  grandfather’s 
house  where  people  had  come  and 

tJirmim  Kn  plrc  f*  Vir*r\i  i rrK  Vi  l o unnHnu'C 
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because  they  hated  that  he  was  a 
peacemaker,  that  he  was  part  of  a 
group  that  had  done  something.”  ’ 
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The  voices  of  four  slain  girls 
demand  their  killers  be 
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leaders  say,  30  years  after 
the  bombing  of  their  church. 
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By  Frank  Sikora 

News  staff  writer 


x 1 . } „ x » /V  O O ^ 

II  liappeueu  di  ca.m.  on 

that  balmy  Sept.  15  in  1963,  a 
Sunday  that  will  be  burned  in 
Birmingham's  memory  for  as 
long  as  the  city  stands. 

A bomb  exploded  at  the 
Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church, 
tearing  away  the  lives  of  four 
black  girls:  Addie  Mae  Collins, 

14;  Denise  McNair,  11;  Carole 
Robertson,  14;  and  Cynthia 
Wesley,  14. 

The  four  were  in  the  women's 
lounge  on  the  lower  floor  when 
the  bomb  detonated. 

Now,  30  years  have  gone  by, 
and  the  church  pauses  to 
remember  those  who  died  — and 
wonder  once  again  if  new 
information  could  surface  to 
bring  more  suspects  to  face 
murder  charges. 

The  FBI  launched  a massive 


investigation  in  1963  but  made  no 
arrests. 


Then  in  1977,  Alabama 
Attorney  General  Bill  Baxley 
obtained  an  indictment  against 
Robert  Chambliss,  73,  a Klan 
member  since  the  1920s  with  a 


reputation  for  violence.  In 
November  of  that  year,  a jury 
returned  a guilty  verdict  against 
Chambliss. 


Investigators  said  Chambliss, 
who  died  in  prison  in  1985,  did  not 
act  alone  and  likely  was  aided  by 
three  or  four  other  Klan 


members  — perhaps  more  — as 
the  bomb  was  set  sometime 
during  the  predawn  hours  of  Sept. 
15. 


Late  last  week,  the  specter  of 
the  bombing  surfaced  again  when 
a brother  of  a Montgomery  Klan 
member  said  the  Klansman 
admitted  to  being  “involved"  in 
the  act. 
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“Sonny”  Alexander  said  his  brothei  Henry  Al- 
exander, 61,  who  died  of  lung  cancer  in  Decern- 
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church  bombing  and  other  violent  acts,  including 
the  murder  of  Montgomery  truck  driver  Willie 
Edwards  and  an  unknown  black  man  in  Elba. 

Edwards  was  abducted  and  made  to  jump  from 
a bridge  into  the  Alabama  River. 

The  Elba  man  was  placed  in  a barrel  that  was 
spiked  with  nails;  the  barrel  was  rolled  down  a 
hill.  The  man  died,  the  brother  said. 

Henry  Alexander  has  been  identified  as  an  FBI 
informant. 

The  latest  revelations  about  Alexander  have 
brought  new  calls  for  a reopening  of  the  church- 
bombing case  as  well  as  a look  at  the  Montgom- 
ery and  Elba  cases. 

The  Rev  Abraham  Woods,  president  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Chapter  of  the  Southern  Christian  Lead- 
ershiu  Conference,  said  that  even  though  30  vears 

* j — O ' ' ‘ 

have  passed,  the  horror  of  the  bombing  demands 
the  case  be  reopened. 

“I  think  what  Baxley  did  was  good  and  com- 
mendable," he  said,  “but  it  was  just  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg,  The  blood  of  those  little  girls  is  still  cry- 

t ft  K A hi  i n rl  t Vi  A O 1 t O r ' T-T  aut  Ua,m  i ■ A n 
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long  as  this  case  is  not  completely  solved  and 
there  are  perpetrators  of  this  horrendous  act  at 
large,  Alabama  is  going  to  have  a black  eye. 

“When  I first  heard  about  the  deathbed  confes- 
sions in  Montgomery,  I became  hopeful  that  some 
revelation  will  be  made  about  the  church,  and 
justice  can  take  its  course  and  seek  to  prosecute/' 

Dees  promises  probe 

Morris  Dees,  founder  and  chief  trial  counsel  of 

♦ u,-.  c * i. . . — t> r r*  — t vf ± 
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who  is  representing  the  Edwards  family,  said 
there  should  be  another  investigation  of  the 
church  bombing. 

"I  think  there  is  enough  smoke  out  there  that 
you  need  to  look  for  fire,M  he  said 
Dees  said  earlier  probes  into  the  church  bomb- 
ing revealed  a possible  Montgomery  link. 

“It  would  seem  logical  to  me  for  the  Klan  to  get 
people  out  of  Birmingham  who  would  not  be  as 
easy  to  track/’  he  said.  "Alexander  had  plenty  of 
experience.  There  were  four  churches  bombed  in 
Montgomery,  and  a Klansman  made  a statement 
that.  Alexander  was  involved/1 


Dees  said  he  is  also  curious  about  the  tie  be- 
tween Alexander  and  another  FBI  informant, 
Gary  Thomas  Rowe,  who  lived  in  Jefferson 
County  during  the  1960s. 

"We  know  that  Gary  Thomas  Rowe  was  a 
friend  of  Alexander's/’  he  said. 


Rowe,  who  was  active  in  a Birmingham  KKK 
unit,  was  riding  in  a car  with  three  other  men  in 
1965  when  shots  were  fired  that  killed  a white 
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became  the  chief  witness  in  a federal  court  case 
in  which  the  other  three  men  were  convicted  of 


violating  Mrs.  Liuzzo's  civil  rights. 

After  serving  prison  terms,  two  of  the  Klan- 
smen  said  that  Rowe  had  fired  shots  at  the 
woman.  In  1978,  a Lowndes  County  grand  jury  re- 
turned a murder  indictment  against  him,  but  U S. 
District  Judge  Robert  Varner  dismissed  the 
charge,  saying  too  much  time  had  elapsed. 


Rowe  saw  Chambliss 


Dees  said  he  once  took  a statement  from  Rowe 
about  KKK  violence  and  asked  him  about  the  Sat- 
urday night  before  the  bombing  of  Sixteenth 
Street  Baptist.  He  said  Rowe  told  him  he  was  rid- 
ing around  the  streets  of  Birmingham  and  saw 
Chambliss  and  other  Klansmen  riding  about. 

“That  seems  odd  to  me  that  Rowe  would  just 
happen  to  be  out  riding  around  that  night,"  he 
said. 

The  original  FBI  investigation,  which  included 
Birmingham  police  reports,  revealed  that  the 
night  of  Sept  14,  1963,  was  active  in  the  down- 
town part  of  the  city. 


There  was  a KKK  motorcade  through  the 
streets,  which  required  a police  presence.  Later, 
around  midnight,  a caller  said  a bomb  had  been 
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patched  to  the  site. 

It  was  later  determined  by  state  investigators 
that  the  activity  was  a diversionary  tactic  to 
draw  police  patrols  from  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist 
Bob  Eddy,  the  lead  investigator  in  Birmingham 
for  Baxley,  said  he  believes  the  probe  was  cen- 
tered on  the  right  people 
"I  thought  the  case  was  solved,  although  there 
were  others  involved/1  he  said.  “We  had  the 
names  of  other  suspects.  But  we  didn’t  have  the 
strong  evidence  we  needed  to  go  after  them/1 
He  said  Alexander's  name  was  not  prominently 
mentioned  in  the  Birmingham  case. 


t * 

Eddy  said  he  feels  that  one  day  some  of  those 
who  took  part  may  come  forth  to  clear  their  con- 
sciences. 

“1  think  it's  going  to  take  a deathbed  confession 
or  a real  change  qf  heart  by  these  individuals/' he 
said. 


* 

Conspiracy  assumed 


Jefferson  County  Circuit  Judge  Art  Hanes  Jr., 
who  defended  Chambliss,  said  it  was  always  clear 
that  more  than  one  person  was  involved. 

“I've  never  heard  of  this  Alexander  fellow, The 
said  “But  I suppose  anything  is  possible.  During 
the  trial,  Ch  ambliss  had  alwavs  maintained  he 
was  innocent,  but  with  every  passing  day,  1 per- 
sonally believe  he  was  guilty.” 

In  Washington,  D.C.,  John  Kundls,  supervisory 
special  agent  in  the  FBI's  press  office,  said  the 
agency  has  not  prepared  a response  to  last  week’s 
allegations  about,  the  Birmingham  church.  > 
There  are  no  federal  laws  pertaining  to  murder 
except  on  federal  properties,  and  civil  rights  stat- 
utes expire  after  five  years  in  most  cases.  > 

In  earlier  statements,  the  new  FBI  Director 
Louis  J.  Freeh  ordered  the  agency  to  inquire  into 
the  Edwards  case  “as  to  whether  anyone  in;ihe 
FBI  attempted  to  intervene  on  behalf  of  a suspect 
in  a state  murder  case  in  Alabama  in  the  1970s.” 
Freeh  also  said  that  the  agency  will  respond"  to 
requests  from  the  Edwards  family  about  the 
case  1' 

Kundts  said  the  agency  is  responding  in  part 
because  of  reports  in  the  press. 

Alexander  is  not  the  first  dying  man  who 
claimed  a part  in  the  bombing  of  the  Birmingham 
church.  In  19B8  Gary  A.  Tucker,  a Walker  County 
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bomber,  and  named  an  alleged  cohort.  But  the 
agency  said  his  story  was  fabricated  and  full  of 
inconsistencies 


Jack  Shows,  who  headed  Baxley's  investigative 
unit  in  Montgomery,  said  bombing  cases  are  diffi- 
cult to  prove,  and  cases  that  are  old  are  more  so. 

t;A  lot  of  the  people  responsible  are  probably 
dead,"  he  said,  “and  so  are  some  witnesses  ” - • 

Eddy  added,  “You  have  to  remember  that  25  or 
30  years  ago  we  didn't  have  the  forensic  expertise 
we  now  have.  I found  the  big  problem  is  that  after 
so  many  years,  people  can't  remember  some  de- 
tails They  remember  something  taking  place, 
but  they  can't  remember  when  Memories  are 
blunted  by  time.” 
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Firefighters  search  rubble  in  basement  of  church. 


Stunned  churchgoers  learn  the 
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Robert  Chambliss,  the  only  man  brought  ,o”l  h"""' 
- omomg,  shown  in  1963,  left,  and  1983. 
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Working  toward  justice 


By  Mike  Harper 


was  a 16-year-old  returning  to  Birmingham  from  a 
weekend  at  a church  camp  on  the  Sunday  afternoon  of  Sept. 
15,  1963 

I have  vivid  memories  of  hearing  on  the  radio  the  news 
of  the  bombing  of  the  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church. 

Now,  in  my  46th  year,  that  event  continues  to  stand  as  a 
major  turning  point  in  my  life  and,  in  a real  sense,  the 
beginning  of  my  adulthood. 

I was  a senior  at  West  End  High  School  that  fall  The  city 
was  in  turmoil  and  my  school,  along  with  Graymont  and 
Ramsay,  became  the  first  three  in  the  Birmingham  school 
system  to  become  desegregated. 

Much  has  changed  since  that  tumultuous  time  30  years  ago. 
In  many  ways  our  city  is  more  whole,  more  just,  and  more 
complete  because  of  the  growing,  if  grudging,  acceptance  of 
our  racial  diversity.  Needless  to  sayt  however,  racial  justice  is 
still  a distant  goal  for  us. 

Ours  is  a beautiful  city,  graced  with  talented  and  skillful 


residents.  In  our  early  days  we  became  known  as  “The  Magic 
City”  because  of  our  industrial  promise  and  quick  growth. 

In  more  recent  days  a number  of  us  have  sought  to  help 
Birmingham  be  known  for  a different  kind  of  magic. 

The  Metropolitan  Area  Justice  Interfaith  Committee,  or 
MAJIC,  was  formed  earlier  this  year  as  an  interfaith  and 
biracial  committee  of  religious  leaders  and  lay  people 
committed  to  strengthening  our  community,  especially  in  the 
areas  of  racial  and  economic  justice. 

We  initially  came  together  at  the  time  of  the  heightened 
community  tensions  caused  by  the  federal  investigation  of 
Mayor  Richard  Arrington,  the  Los  Angeles  riots  after  the 
Rodney  King  case,  and  the  Skinhead  murder  of  a homeless 
man  in  our  community. 

Many  will  remember  the  real  sense  of  dread  and  uncertainty 
in  the  air  during  the  unfolding  of  those  events. 

We  wanted  then,  as  we  seek  now,  to  enable  people  of  faith 
with,  a common  commitment  to  justice  to  have  not  only  a place 
to  stand  in  crisis,  but  an  ongoing  vehicle  for  reflecting  on  and 
working  in  the  area  of  justice.  The  hope  is  to  do  that  before 
another  crisis  arises. 

Our  initial  gathering  was  a worship  service  at  the  downtown 
First  Presbyterian  Church  in  early  May.  Our  theme  was 
“Remembering  Our  Past  and  Claiming  Our  Future."  We 
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shared  in  an  interfaith  worship  serv- 
ice of  prayer,  promise,  and  reconcili- 
ation We  sought  to  lift  up  and  affirm 
ihe  various  “healing  promises"  that 
we  share  in  our  many  faith  tradi- 
tions. 

In  response  to  that  event,  more 
than  100  groups  and  individuals  have 
joined  MAJIC  and  committed  them- 
selves to  pursuing  a more  just  com- 
munity for  all 

Our  membership  is  varied  It  in- 
cludes representatives  from  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  South- 
ern Christian  Leadership  Conference, 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Greater 
Birmingham  Ministries,  Temple 
Emanu-El,  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  Clergy  That  Care, 
the  NAACP.  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  the  Southern  Organizing 
Committee,  the  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  the 
Unitarian  Church,  the  National  Bap- 
tist Convention,  and  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Our  hope  is  that  many  other 
groups  will  be  added,  along  with  in- 
terested individuals. 

In  the  meantime,  we  are  seeking  to 
be  faithful  to  the  call  of  justice  and 
to  live  out  that  faithfulness  in  the 


city  we  love,  a city  endowed  with 
much  rich  symbolism  in  the  crucial 
areas  of  human  relationships  and  so- 
cial justice. 

MAJIC  wants  to  provide  an  on- 
going forum  for  the  responsible  dis- 
cussion of  community  issues  that 
have  an  impact  on  the  diverse  com- 
munities of  Birmingham.  And  we 
want  to  promote  active,  reliable 
ways  for  concerned  groups  and  indi- 
viduals to  respond. 

My  personal  hope  for  the  future  is 
that  we  have  no  more  days  like  that 
tragic  Sept.  1 5 of  long  ago. 

One  way  to  ensure  that  reality  is  to 


strengthen  and  broaden  and  deepen 
the  work  of  MAJIC  in  the  days 
ahead. 

Won’t  you  join  us9 


The  damage  30  years  ago  at  Sixteenth  Street 
Baptist. 
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Pastor:  Church  doesn’t 


want  to  r eopen  case 


By  William  C.  Singleton  III 

Post-Heraid  Reporter 

Birmingham  civil  rights  leader  Rev. 
Abraham  Woods  says  justice  demands  that 
the  bombers  of  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist 
Church  be  brought  to  trial. 

But  the  church's  current  pastor,  Rev 
Christopher  Hamlin,  says  the  church  has 
little  interest  in  reopening  the  case,  which 
netted  the  conviction  of  one  Ku  Klux 
Klansman  but  is  believed  to  have  involved 
several  other  people. 


Hamlin  said  that  many  members  of  his 
congregation  are  not  interested  in  another 
investigation  which  would  force  them  to  re- 
live the  events  of  that  terrible  night 

The  church  in  downtown  Birmingham  ob- 
serves the  30th  anniversary  of  the  Sept.  15, 
1963,  bombing  thaCi-ir^jh^r  young~g+d^on 
the  heels  of'T^cent  revelations  linking  ai 
otheryKdSnsman  to  the  bombing 

he  brother  of  Klansman  Henry  Alexan- 
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admitted  involvement  in  several  racially 
motivated  crimes,  including  the  bombing  of 
Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church. 

Alexander’s  wife  said  he  also  admitted 
participating  in  the  death  of  blaok'truck 
driver  Willie  Edwards,  whoywaS  forced  to 
jump  off  a bridge  into  the  Alabama  River  in 
1957. 


The  only  conviction  in  the  church  bombing 
came  in  1977,  when  a jury  found  Klansman 
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liss  died  in  prison  in  1935. 

But  then-Attorney  General  Bill  Baxley 
had  difficulty  obtaining  FBI  information  to 
build  cases  against  others  who  may  have 
been  involved  in  the  fatal  bombing. 
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Baxley  did  not  return  calls  to  his  office. 

FBI  agents  were  scheduled  to  arrive  in 

Mnnt.f7omf»rv  vesterdav  to  investigate  AIpx- 
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anders  connection  to  Edward’s  death. 

Many  doubt  Alexander’s  confession.  Jack 
Shows,  an  investigator  for  Baxley  during  the 
bombing  probe,  said  the  state  investigated 
Alexander’s  possible  part  in  the  bombing  but 
found  nothing  linking  him  to  the  scene. 

Morris  Dees,  founder  of  Southern  Poverty 
Law  Center,  is  also  skeptical. 

"We  know  that  Henry  Alexander  was  in- 
dicted for  bombing  black  churches  in  Mong- 
tomery,”  Dees  said.  "I  think  that  he’s  con- 
fused about  which  church  bombing.” 

Dees,  however,  wants  to  know  Alexander's 
involvement  with  the  FBI.  He  believes  that 
the  agency’s  network  of  informants  could 
have  thwarted  the  Birmingham  church 
bombing  case. 

Dees  said  Baxley  told  him  that  the  FBI 
discouraged  him  from  pursuing  Alexander 
because  he  was  one  of  their  top  informants. 

“Tf  i A 1 PY^nriflrl  infnrrmnf 
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with  the  FBI  and  they  were  aware  of  all 
these  (crimes  he  committed),  I want  to 
know/’  he  said 

A FBI  representative  in  Washington  said 
the  bureau  does  not  comment  on  pending 
cases. 

Bringing  additional  conspirators  in  the 
church  bombing  to  justice  may  not  accompl- 
ish anything  after  30  years,  Hamlin  said. 

“If  there’s  anyone  else  who  shared  in  the 
bombing  of  Sixteenth  Street,  they’re  up  in 
age  and  I don't  know  what  it  would  do  other 
than  to  say,  yes,  we  know  these  people  were 
involved,”  Hamlin  said. 


Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church,  at  1530 
Sixth  Avenue  North,  has  organized  a slate 
of  events  axnmemorating  the  Sept  15* 
1963.  church  bombing  that  kited  four 
black  girls.  The  observance  started 
Sunday.  These  are  the  remaining  events 
scheduled  this  week  ; 

■ Wednesday  — 7:30  a.m.,  Interfaith 
Prayer  Breakfast  at  Sixteenth  Street 
Baptist,  sponsored  by  Community 
Affairs  Committee  of  Operation  New 
Birmingham;  10:15-10:22  a.m.,  church 
bells  around  the  city  will  ring,  10:22 
a.m.t  moment  of  silence  in 
remembrance  of  Addie  Collins,  Denise 
McNair,  Carole  Robertson  and  Cynthia 
Wesley;  noon,  brown  bag  senes 
(storytelling)  at  the  Birmingham  Civil 
Rights  Institute;  7 pm,  discussion  on 
The  Economic  Perspective  for  the 
Twentieth  Century” 

■ Thursday  — noon,  brown  bag 
series  al  the  Birmingham  Civil  Rights 
Institute;  7 pm,  fnterfaith  Unity 
Memorial  and  Community  Worship  with 
guest  speaker  William  Gray  Ilf, 
executive  director  of  the  United  Negro 
College  Fund,  Magic  City  Boys  Choir 
also  to  be  featured;  Academy  of  Fine 
Arts  Inc.  is  co-sponsoring  the  event 

M Friday  — noon,  brown  bag  series, 

« nibiuiiurii  ntfiiectluri  ui  olXieenm 
Street  Baptist  Church”;  7 p.m„  youth 
night  and  town  meeting. 

H Saturday  — noon  to  6 p m.,  Family 
Day  at  Kelly  Ingram  Park 

Source  Sbcteerrtjn  Street  Baptist  Oxircti 


Woods,  president  of  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference’s  Birmingham  chap- 
ter, has  a different  view. 

"This  case  will  not  be  resolved  until  those 
other  participants  are  brought  to  the  bar  of 
justice,”  he  said.  "It  bothers  me  that  there 
has  not  been  a concerted  effort  to  do  that. 
The  name  of  Alabama  needs  to  be  cleared,” 
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City  marks  30th  anniversary  of  church  bombing 


By  William  C . Singleton  III 

Post  Herald  Reporter 

Birmingham  leaders  paused  yesterday 
to  remember  the  four  girls  killed  in  a ra~ 
daily  motivated  bombing  at  Sixteenth 
Street  Baptist  Church  30  years  ago. 

Blacks  and  whites,  politicians  and  vot- 
ers met  at  the  downtown  church  at  1530 
Sixth  Ave  North  for  an  interfaith  unity 
service  and  breakfast  Gov.  Jim  Folsom 
and  other  politicians  and  community  lead- 
ers attended  Birmingham-area  civil 
rights  leader  Abraham  Woods  challenged 
the  state  to  reopen  the  case  and  bring  to 
the  “bar  of  justice"  those  involved  in  the 
crime. 

Ku  Klux  Klansman  Robert  Chambliss 
was  convicted  in  1977  of  murder  in  the 
church  bombing  that  killed  Addie  Mae 
Collins,  Carole  Robertson,  Cynthia  Wesley, 
all  14.  and  Denise  McNair,  11  Several 
other  people  are  believed  to  have  been  in- 
volved in  the  bombing  Chambliss  died  m 
prison  in  1985 

Rev.  Christopher  Hamlin.  Sixteenth 


Street’s  current  pastor,  said  members  of 
the  church  have  no  desire  to  reopen  the 
case 

Woods  said,  however,  that  ‘'maybe  the 
rest  of  you  are  ready  to  push  it  under  the 
rug  “But  I'm  not  ready  to  do  that." 

He  challenged  Folsom  to  back  such  a 
push.  Afterwards,  Folsom,  who  was  ap- 
plauded for  removing  the  Confederate  flag 
from  aton  the  state  CaDitol.  said  he  fa- 
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vored  reopening  the  case.  But  Folsom  also 
said  the  decision  is  up  to  Attorney  General 
Jimmy  Evans 

Church  bells  tolled  around  the  city  at 

10:22  a.m..  the  time  of  the  church  explo- 
* * 

sion. 

Officials  recalled  the  bombing  and  how 
it  reshaped  the  way  Birmingham  resi- 
dents viewed  racial  discrimination. 

Birmingham  City  Councilman  Eddie 
Blankenship  pointed  to  the  renovation  of 
Kelly  Ingram  Park,  which  features  sym- 
bols of  the  civil  rights  era,  and  the  new 
Birmingham  Civil  Rights  Institute  as  tes- 


taments to  the  importance  of  remem- 
bering the  city's  past. 

Folsom  said  the  state  needs  to  cast  off 
those  negative  images  and  move  forward 
to  building  understanding  between  all  Ala- 
bamians. 


Rodney  Max,  a representative  of  the  Co- 
alition Against  Hate  Crimes,  said  the  ha- 
tred that  led  to  the  killing  of  the  four  girls 
still  exists.  He  pointed  to  the  April  18. 
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white  skinheads. 


“We  all  must  play  a role  in  defeating 
this  menace  of  hate,"  he  said. 


Lawton  Higgs,  co-chairman  for  the 
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a group  committed  to  racial  reconcilation 
among  clergy,  said  he  was  once  blind  and 
deaf  to  the  hurt  caused  by  the  bombing.  “I 
did  not  see  the  pain,  I did  not  hear  the 
cry/’  he  said.  But  the  minister  who  seeks 
to  start  an  integrated  church  downtown 
said,  “God  has  used  the  suffering  of  this 
city  to  open  my  eyes.  ...  God  has  used  the 
suffering  of  this  city  to  open  the  eyes  of 
many/' 
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Josephine  Harris  of  Uniontown  prays  during  a service  at 


Sixteenth  Street  Baptist 
observance  of  the  deadly 


Church  as  a part  of  the 
bombing  of  the  church  30 


Karim  Shamsi-Basha  /Post-Herald 

years  ago,  Mary  K.  Bush,  president  of  M.K.  Bush  & Co.  in 
Washington,  was  the  speaker  of  the  program,  titles  'An 
Economic  Perspective  for  the  Twentieth  Century.’ 


